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9 ed»ral Surrais of intfeoti 0 atioti 
IBniteb States l^epatiment of Jfustico 

Washington, D. C. 

August 26^ 1941 




Director 

Federal Bureau of , Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


Attentlooi Hr. P. E. FQXRDBTH 


BE: 


iciJrri 


OSCAHTAOO 

INTEBNAL SECUBITY 
HATCH ACT 


Dear Sir: 

Please he advised that the files of the Washington Field 
Division reflect that the ahove individual is listed on the mailing 
lists or membership lists of the folloving organizations: 


Ikshingtoa Oomnlttee for Democratic Action - report of 
Special Agent T. W. DAWSEI, Washington, D« C., dated Januar 7 21, 
19 a, Page 193* 

- 4 

V 

2 k 

WAshington Book Shop, Inc(»rporated - Washington Field - 
Office file No. 100-1618-lA. 




War Department 


Aneriean League for Peace aqd Democracy. '* ;r. uo 

&q>loyed as engineer. Quartermaster Qeneralts Offiee^ ^ ^ 
tment. • ^ ^ 






Very truly yours, ^ 

BUREAU ^ 

Special Agent inlCharge 1 

1 AUG 28 1941 . I 
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Several fiureau of inupatfsatfon 

19nita2t §tataB Sapartment of ^ttatira 

Washington^ D. C« 

September 27* 1941 


*b 


Director - . 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 


ITT , 


-V. ^ » . - Uf* •• » 


ATTENTION: Mr. P. E. FOXWORTH 


lA^^j 


RE: OSCAiTVAGO 

INTERNAL SECURITT 
HATCH ACT 


Dear Sir: 


This is to advise that Special Agent F. B. GARVEY, while 
on official business, was informed by Mr. CHARLES W. BARBER, Assis- 
tant Chie^ Structxnral Engineering, Procurement Division, U, S. 
Treasury Department, that he believes OSCAR VAGO might possibl y 
be en gaged in subversive activitie s. He stated that he had no 
basTs ror this belief except that while VAGO was in the employ 
[of the Procurement Division, he acted in a strange manne r. Mr«~ ‘ 
BARBER stated that VAGO is now an employee of the iVar Department ~ 
in tJie Engineering Division. . , . % 

, • I J 

A search of the files, of the T/ashington Field Office . — 

disclosed one OSCAR VAGO was listed on the Indlcies of the Washr- 
ington Committee for Democratic Action, The Washington Bookshop, " 
Inc«, and the American League for Peace and Democracy. This i]>- 
formation was forwarded to the Bureau by letter date d August 26. 

. Mr* BARBEIR stated that VAGO was born in Himgary and was ’ 
eiScated at Budapest (CE) from 1916 to 1922, but there is no in- 
dication on the employment record maintained by BARBEIR as to . 
VAGO’S citizenship. , ■ 

In line with Bxireau letter dated Septeiwer 
this information' is being submitted to the Bureau thUr'case 
is being closed in the Washington Field Office, due to'fche fact 
that Subject VA.G0 is in the employ of the War Department* 
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^7. 


/Oust. 



C i 


EEC50RDED 

Tours very trply 


/ 4^ l7l bureau of IfA'ESTlGATlCf; 

S. K. McKEE ^S£P 30 1941 

Sp.oi.1 Agent in JUSTICE 
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federal 8u»au of InwBtfsatton 

United States Beparf ment of 9ustire 

WasblngtoQ, D. C. 

Jantairy 1» 1942 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Imrestlgation, 
Washington, D. C. 


iv: 


I 




Dear Slrt 


Re: OSCAR J.^AGO: 

INTiKNAL SECDRIlTj 
HATCH ACT. 


Pursuant to instructions contained in Bvireau letter 
of December 2, 1941 (Bureau File 101>1988) in the above en* 
titled matter, please be advised that Special Agent F. H. 
(SEEN o^^^^^^^^^u^ecember 17, 1941, ascertained 
through Personnel Division, Civil Service 

Comrlsslon^una^tn^^nest information in the files of that 
Commission indicated tha t OSCAR J. VAGO was presently em- ^ 
ployed in the Quartermaster Genera’s 6f:^ice. liar l)epartment^ 
pted employee without Civil Service status; and, ; 
advised that if VAGO had obtained a position _ 
ugn une Civil Service since leaving the War Department^' 
there would be a record of it in her Department. 

i 

However, on the same date, FRANCIS P. McUDLLEN, 
Active ^lles Personnel, War Department, advised that the 
latest information possessed by that Department oh OSCAR J. 
VAGO was that he had resigned his position with the (^ nertyy. 
master General *8 Office in a communication dated May 23. 1941 
‘inxereih he stated that important de^lopments in his wife's 
family, living in Hew lork, compelled him to remove his 
tft Hftw Yorlf - wherefor he tendered hie resignation 
as structural engineer at (^3y200 per annum. 

Ur. HcUULLEK went on to say that it appeared from 
a confidential communication addressed from the Quartermaster 
General's Office to WILLIAM H. HcUILLEH, Acting Chief of 
Inveetlgatlon, Civil Service Commission, dated November 18, _ 
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Letter to Director, 

From Washington Field Office 
Ret Oscar J. Vago. 


1941, re re-employment of former employees, that. » migpeRtion 
was made to the Civil S ervice Commission that the files of 
t hfe liluaTterasat^r ueneral' a office ha raviawed before re ^ 

^po<rit.mftnt nf QgnaR .T Vtnn 


In this connection, as a further check, Miss 
KAMUER of the United States Information Service was queried, 
and she advised that the last record in their files as to 
OSCAR J. VAGO was his employment by the Quartermaster General’s 
Office, which was terminated as or June <ifa, 1V41 » 

Very truly yours. 


s. e; vceee. 

Special Agent in Charge 
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maaliingfott, B. C. 

January 15, 19U2 


lir. ToIboti _ 
Mfi C> A* Tl 
•If, CI«M _ 
Hr* Alovlo _ 
Hr. tMM _ 
Mr. MIMmI* 
pir. Trocy 


GNWsML 

101-1988 


UEWORANDUVi FOB ISR. D. U, lAOD 

Re; OSCAR JrVAGO. 

Internal Security. 


0r, CartMi __ 

Mr. Cmttmp 

Mr* »»nAoo 

Mr. QhIm tmmt 
Mr. Moiromon _ 

Mr. ItorW 

T»tO* Aee« 

TMMr Rmm 

Mr. Mmm 

M*M SMlno 


W^Twm mmm 

From information secured from the Washington ^ield -i ^ 
Office, the name of the above-captioned subject appears on the iiVH 'Trtf 
active indices of the Washington Committee for Democratic ActionrjjW 
and the Washington Book Shop. He is also reported as having been \ 
active iiith the American League for Peace and Democracy vihen that ^ 
organization iias in existence. 

Vihen this infornetion was first reported, lir. Vago was 
allegedly engjloyed in the Quartermaster General's Office in the Y.*ar 
Department, Inquiry by the Washington •field Office, however, has 
developed ir^foroation that Mr. Vago resigned his position with the 
War Department effective June 26, 19lil, and at that time he indicated 
he was moving his family to New York City. 

As nothing was ascertained to indicate that Mr. Vago is 
presently an eirjjloyee of the Federal Government, no investigation 
is being made concerning him \inder the pi*ovi5lons of Public Law No. 135, 
77th Congress. This is being brought to the attention of the Internal 
Security Section for such attention as it may deem appropriate. 

^Respectfully, 


Galen N. Willis 
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tl0O bOTtt Bod&pest, Bangarj 2/27/98* SotaTtd TB %%. :■ 

NIC 1/12/33* Bacaaa a natoralliad iMrloan dtiMn . 

9/29/38 at CSDC SWI. Sabjact prwntay rasldas at-', t; : -, 
66-07 99th Street, Eego ftark, NT altb hit idUt XSiAJBE, < 

atid sdu, JOHN PiUL. Subject la j^cen^ a^pl<9«d M 
a etmctural ehgiiieer, bdng foraerly eiiplogred by " 
lellheiaer & Wegner, MIC atid the Federal Warke^lgeney,^;^, 
BBudd-Dcton, D* C* Sobjcot preecBtlj olaselflad 61 ., 'r^ ^ r\^ 
aa of 5/V43 tader SelectlTe training and Sereice 
Act* It vae confldentlallj reported that aobject, 
forMrly a Maher of the C-S branch of the CP, la 
nofw a aeaber of the Qiieene Branch of the CP, 6th 
Aeaeobly Matrlot, Qoeena CoimtF, NT* So erialnal 
record, NSC* Itgralcal deecrtptloa ,aet Mt* . 
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aanber of the Coomniat Ihrtj* -.. 
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Subject preeently resldea in apartMnt IB at 66-07 99th Stoeet, 
Bego Park, Qnsena Cc^ly, New Tezlc, aith hla tlfe, CIAlsyirAfiO, 
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^ '; i ‘v ' The records of li^l Boa^ 251, 95-01 63rd Aeenaa, S^ko 

7 . ; ' Fu4c, Vev Toxic, Indicate that eubject eae bom Tebmary 27, 1898 at :s <; 

- . Boda^et, Bangaiy and ^t be ie a dtlaen of the United States* .: - 1 
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Special aq^leyee Ihveetigator Wade Fnller ascertained ' 
on Warch 21, 1944 from the nattnraliaation records of the InnigratioD and .. 
Vatnralisation Service, 70 Cdtuboe Avemie, that OSCAR 7AG0, bom 
Febmary 27, 1898 in Budapest, Bungaxy, entered the United States at . c 
Hee Toxi; City on January 12, 1933 and bebane a naturalised Anerlcaa %> 
eitisen on Sepb saber 29, 1938 at the United States OistrAct ^onrt, X 
Southern Slstiiet of Beu Tortc* •'. ■ > ■.-■-■ 
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The rscorda of Local Board 251 reflect that subject 
registered under the Selective Training and Service Act on Februaxy 15, 
19^1 that hia serial huaber is 979,-«rder #11148, and. that he has been 
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Confidential Infoxvant T1 has advised that a speeisl 
transfer eas issued to OSCAft^AflO, 66«07 99th Stx^t, Bogo Park, See 






transfer eas issued to OSCAr^AOO, 66«07 99th Stxeet, Bogo Park, See Torki 
on October 15, 1943« . This inf oxmnt advised that subjsot eas f onssrly . 
a esaber ef the c-8 branch nt^the Coesiuniat Party and eas nee a eseber of 
the Queens Branch of the Coaeninist Party, 6th AseehbJy Dietriet, iQMsns , 


251 


reflects that OSCAR JC^ FAQO, 66^ 99th Street, Bego Park, Wee 
registered under the Selective Training and Servlee Act Februaxy 35, 3^ 
at ehloh tias he indicated hie elf e to be CIA33ZB FAQO end that hv *as 
eaployed by Fellhaiaer and Wagner, 155 E* 42nd Street, Bee York City* 


In the eeleotive service questionnaire retursad \9j~ 


naae not listed* Be advised he '■as :^sently employed as a obl*^ sngi’''^ 
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Cttrae^ I 7 F«llb»lJier and Wagnar and ha^ b^n in •aplound for « 
pariod of a Toar, racalvlng a ailaijr of |80 par aoalu ' ^^jaet Indleaiad' 
that ha bad taon^ Toara of aiqporian^ in tl^ ^l^fpo af vork. ' Sa alao :>:.?. 
advlaad that ha aaa aai^ad in long inland City, Vav Tork on Ibroh 31»\; f; 
19 ^ and that ha bad a aon, a:ca f our, JOHV HOI YAQO. ;3obJaet farther 
indioatad be bad a bank aeootmt at tha Com Sxchanga Bank, addxaaa not 'vV 
liatad, and that ha bad flra brothara, tKfflERT j BEMBSfj STgVEW» ABTHDB • ”4' 
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and BERTHOIP, oho ara all praaantly reaidinf~th Hangazy^ 
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V , - / Thara ia a latter addraaaad to looal Board 251, dated ; 
Voraabar 3, 1943, a portion of idiieh is balng <!Diotod as foUoaat 
■Plsasa he adrlsad that m fozner av^oynent texvinatad as of October 29, s 
1943} and that as of Noranber l, 1943 I an aalf-oaplcysd doing boainsaa 
jat 114 B* 32nd Street, Bavlork, B* I*. -4,-'' • "-s 
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At. the address of 66-07 99th Street, Bago Hrk, Vev lark, 
tha entrance of this spartaent bnllding is liatad 
rioo, egtartnanb 1B» 
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indlcataa that 
Arlington, Vi 
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paelal BiQ>loyee Ineaatlgator R« S, Clifford obtained a 
Angast 6p 1941 from tha Credit Barsatt of Oreater Heir 
conoemlng Itre* CIAIRE VAOO, hneband OSCAR VAOO, 
99th Street, Forest HiUa, Long Island* This report 
and Mrs* VlOO formerly raeidad at 4117 M* 4th Street, 
nia and at 6325 Lason Araue, H« V*, Ihshington, D* C* . , 
Tha report inmates that OSCAR VACO is seqployed by Fellhalmor and 
Ibgnor, 155 X* 42nd Street, Hav fork CitTI that be has one child, and that 
ha has resided at tha Forest Bills, Long mland address since dona 10, 
1941 , leasing apartment IS* The report also indioates that sobjoct mas 
f ornsrly em^loyad bST tbs Fadsral Vorke Agsnqr in mshlngton, B* C« as a 
structural englDesr from July 25, 193S at a salary of #3200 per annoa 
until Jnly 1941* Thia report also refleete he mas susd on ont occasion 
for #1,000 by aOSSS HAGER, SC* 
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A ^ek of tha ciialnsl racorda of the diy ef Hem loxk 
mas liada mnder the naiM of the eiihjeet mith Mgatima raaalte* 
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&q>loyeo Invaatigstor Bb^ Foller eocarod 
ition fzon the natnralLsetioo reoords, Dsnigimtion ^ Jr 


foUondng information 
Hatoraliaation Bureau, 70 Columbus^Arasnax 


At the time OSCAR JOHH VAOO filed a petition ^Matrlct 
naturalisation #310521 on May 31, 1933 before the United Stat^otrMt 
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mi ISgrrtad to tto Unitad Sta^* 5"?Q%"SSa;^*nMa of «ZKAR ViOO, ;;- 

. fftataa at law ^“^L^S-r^aiSkTi ^l« llatad tha folloalng asiploy«aiitt ’ ■- . ^ ^ 

' ' aboard tha 8S CCHTB BI SdVOli* Ha lia»^ u-nw-wtuna 1933. Straat r-/.: 

^ cLwil auglnaar, '^teiifloiS^Stt^and m, fro* Jana^y ^ 

Ootctxr 1936. TO Col"*- SJS ilir«tat h. i*d . «>«. . 

I£‘iS^2di«S.S:^ *«.«. t. l.« b«» »“«• , 

a-;-'-- ::„ SS^aiBHK ■■.■■ ■,; 




■ **! 


‘ ' . . 
•St \ » 

• 1 


^■V . : a-- ■ ^ -■ 

* V ^ : 

. j - V ‘ . . •♦i 

■ li.-' ■ ' '■ ' - •'•J*,-r’' ts'-' 

— ^ “ ^■^'^ .- * ’1*-^ ?■ 

'/ -•■•It'S* 90, *, 7 * .j, — - 


BB OOIDSTBIS l^LGOi •owr# , m , V ? 

' ^ I v,^.,v i •' .-k'*'.-. -.v < .c.'n'tf;', V ^ J" * .v-'.'' *^" 

nI's, : :/- viiW, t^laa : J 


Bart •■■■ '■'•■ ' 

Citiaanship 


^l.'' . V-i- -4 


— J.-^‘ .'j» ^ 


-'I 



' 1- — --tH 

-ga T ~ ■ ^ * «-■-- -s-H. 




. >—1^, ^■'*='‘‘- - 


Baca 

'B 69 C .' * “ 7 -tT'T’ 

Bai^t 

Valght 

Coi^Zaxlon 
Soars and narks : 
Basidanet addrasa 


CSCAE ioHH viWi irtth ali*?^ • . 

SS!* 27 . MW. 

laturaliaad insrlom* 9/29/38» 

B. S. District court, Southam 
Blatrlct of Haw loik* 

Ihlta 

VbIm 

- ’ ’'* ‘iT' "■'“'A:, > '■ •. ‘ 

5 t^ V- ,>• 

150 ..'1: -"..V;;;. 

Brown ,. . ■■ •.--/<•. ;■ 

Brown ■*■ .■:• ■>■■> ’•■■ ••' 

■partc^ ;v^ ,• 

SJJ^.S'lB, 669»7 99«. Str..t.- -. 
Rago Park, Haw Toxfc* 


’- i'A 


-CLOBBD- 


SBUHTY MFilUUnSN 




• csiinKin 







^ h 


HT 100-55242 


Co>tfid*iitiAl iafoxBAiib Tl amtioaBd ill tb» rtport . 
%p»ei«il Agsnt X. Baal«« lUttd April 6« 1944 At V«w lork Citgr : 




- *> ■• -^. . ^Ti i 


>V-'>‘;^..wV^" ;/-i;. , 4 vri • .:'^■^ >'vr ■ v-i; " . 'v.' ■■'.'•■. .:' .. ■'' ^ .-. "7 ••' 

: •‘--/i'-.V >vVi ?. / ;■ V 

• ”, — '. fi. -. "-^1 .. ‘ r>''i, *• ^ '9 - i “**- ♦> 1^ ■» • ^ “V ■ * ;•". ^I-’' 

^ • -1 - ■ ■- ■ » -■♦i -w ' ' - • \' ’’ -■'“ ^ r."”' ■ >'•■ '*'’■ ■>> - ‘ i ■ ‘ - -' 

'I - ‘ , - T.' '--fr , V ,"> - " - ‘ ^ . , ■ ^ ■ ■ ’"■, '" ■ V'x ' ■■ ■ ,' ■ - ' . - 

■'■■'. c ' - - '-r ' V ' ' . . • *- '^ ■ "r ■ ■i'*, ' ^ ^ ' ' , f , 

i ''>... v;-' ■ - ■ ■ • ^ - Vl* '''“'"■ 3 .~» /’ ' .* ■v>- * ' T , ' ^ - ~ - ^ ■ -, 

. ■- * “ 'r ' .4^.\ . "J'-' ■ ': ’ - ' ' ’ ' , ■ ", ’ > ' 

*'*.''■ - 2 ^^' -S ” ^ •■'■^ 's.' ^p'.-.. ■ I .; i'* *t ’'J'*' , ' '. S' ' ~ ■'" ' 

. " ./■ ^ <;S:r -.•«>■;. -i : >' ,vv ';k. » 'm'-'-*. 

•' V^'. -■.-Vr . \ .,. 'V' . • ^,. V ■*■•■!■-• \ ■ .V.; .' ■ ‘-j.- ■ , '•■ . • •.,;. -7 •, :. 





V ^ 

• , - > • - . A ; ' J ^ ■? ■• ^ 


.4';:: •''.:-■• \ ?* 

, .' /*■ -4 >- , 






: > 


T' ' . "it" 

- Vt - 


' « -c .*• y. > j ■ y *'j r • ■;i ■ '/-' r * '_ ■_ ' z ’ - ^ .f -‘ 

’ "'*'• t '1 .- - • ' ly I ‘ A if' . ■ ■*“ •» ’^'•^■t '♦ • “"''y ^ ' ‘*"T '- ■' ' ' • , “ • ->4 

- v.w .J£k--.‘ 4 ‘A *'V 3 >^Lk .* irA*<^ v.-. . 1 ^ 


■i. ^-' ■ ", *^ . ' ♦■ ^ ‘ .j". ^ , , --■ 1 .'^ ^ “■• A i .s' T '■^»' '. ‘‘» ^ ^ A •*'^. , ", '. f *‘ ■5 '.f '■' ',>1 

' ' * A y . . ' ^ : ■ v- ‘ ' ■ ■ -yi ^ - y \ ^ 

. ' ^ V i . >«- ^ V . '••sar' -■■ .'-f ':^ ‘ 

^ f ■ • 1 . ' ■ . A ' '‘.’i ' ' '^j - ■’’•>* ' I- ' ' ' k" ./ s ^■'' k ’ 

.:v .4 ;.. .-i'' .¥i I; .. /- -„-:;-v ■:r 7 .i';-. 

•■ ■ ,••!■,.-'.»*'■.'■■ ' : ■"'■'*■ ■^^.-r-^ ' . -' .:*y' ■-.■»'.’■?"■ “ '*■"-■'■• 

i ‘ X ! ... .'. -_, *2 1 ,« ,;,p^ j ■.,> .. 's '' m '-X ... - ‘‘i T ' 

* ‘ • •■ ^jy> . ' ^'^^ ' ' . ' . ■ ' - ' ‘ - ' . ‘■''“t "i* y*' - I *' . • .^‘ 

.^. ' . 7 ““ 


‘ ^ ^ - V‘ v'" ‘ ’ VV 


■“I " 

j 4 y 4 - v V . 
... 9 k ^ .1 > ' 


u 


' ''S 


5 - 



' • 




|l»2i»ral 8m«ats of inu^slfgaffiift 

Iftnft^li §fatM Bspartment of f lotica 
New York 7* New Yozk 


JVB:Ea 

100-55242 


Director^ FBI 


fXl T 

p « 4 ** ■ 

i i/ 




C0>n'AT17ED 




April 6, 1944 



' iL-' 




Bet OSCAR j^HN 7AG0, with alias 
Osskai^pago 
aSCURITT MATTESK- C 



Dear Sirt 


Reference is o^e to tbe enclosed report of Special 
Agent J* Vanghan Beale, dated 6, 1944 at New York Cil7 on 
the above captioned subject*/^ \ 

It is suggested that a secuzity index card be prepared 
on 7AQ0 and the following infoxnation is being subititteds 


Name 

Residence 

Business address 

Citizanehip 

Born 

Entered U. S. 


Admitted to 
eitizen^ip 

Nationalistic 

tendency 


OSCAR JOHN 7AaO, alias OSZEAR 7AQ0 
Apartment IB, 66-07 99th Street, 

Rego Park, Queens County, New York. 
Room 1606, 114 E. 32nd Street, 

Mew York City. 

Naturalized American 
February 27, 189S, Budapest, Huhgaiy> 
At New York City, January 12, 1933 
under the name of OSZKAR 7AQ0; 
aboard the SS CONTE DI SATOIA 

September 29, 193S, U. S. District 
Court, Southern District of New York. 

Member of Communist Party 
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5" X 8" white card captioned as above and reflecting your investigative 
- . ■. case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card 
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Office Memorandum 


TO Bireetort VBl 

SAC, V«w York 

SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN^^UK), Vat 
SECOBITY MAT!!ZB > C 

Bebatel S/ls/SO, 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE;Tebraar 7 21, 1960 




Snelotad hereirltli are four eoplet of photograpbe of eubjeet refarre, 
to la referenoe teletype as a eaepeet for unknown eubjeet in TOOCASS. 

Ywo eoplet tf the photo^aph are belne furalahad. Bo 
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Office AlefT^orandufTZ • united states government 


: A. R. 


DATE: September 12, 1950 


FROM : C* E. H 




CRET 


lEr« Tolson 
Mr. CUgs 
lb-. OUtuT 
Hr, Udd 
Mr. NletiloTI 
Mr. RoMn_ 
Mr. Tr»cy;_ 
Mr. 

Mr. OumM. 
Mr. Uatm 
lb. Motor 
Mr. PtL&nS 
Mr. Qulm * 
Tile. Rooa 


SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN VAGO 
ESPIOH&GB - R 


PURPO^^ EiateS 

To oet forth a^gjjmuy of the inf oimation concerning Oscar 
.Tohn VagQ aa a basis for Justifying an imreatigatlon and surveillance 
of his present activities. 

ggTATLS 

Oscar John Vago recently came to the attention of the Bureau 
in connection with the Gold Case by reason of his having been a partner 
of Abraham Brothman during the period that Brothman was engaged in furnishing 
ixjformation to Harry Gold for trana^^^^^^^^^^l^ta^Aa^o^wO^^^ I | 

was referred to 
ipO-365040 Brief 





^ 1947, 




In Uaj^ 1947, when Brothman had received a subpoena to appear 
before the Federal Grand Jury in New fork City, Gold stated that Brothman 
first told him in the presence of Ulriam Roskowits, Oscar John Vago and 
several other members of his film, that he intended to tell the tru-^ to 
the Federal Grand Jury. According to Gold, both he and. Voskowltz immediately 
endeavored to dissuade Brothman from taking such aetioiy (IOO-365O4O Brief, 

(^page 13) 

Later, when Gold Informed Brothman he had received a red etar 
for his espionage efforts on behalf of the Soviets, Brothman advised sane 
of his employees that he, Brothman, had received such an award. In December, 
1949 Vago inquired of Gold whether it was true that Brothman actually bad 

I received a red star. According to Gold, he advised Vago on this occasion 
that at some time the true story would come out. During this conversation 
with Vago, Vago made mention of the fact that Brothman had Infoimed him that ' 
bis, Brothman 's, work for -tiie Russians had been worth the work of one or 
two brigades of men. With respect to this statement of Brothman^ s. Gold 
advised that be recalled Semen Semenov at the time of the Hotel Lincoln 
meeting advised Brothman that his work was equal to the efforts of one or 
two brigades of iien^^(100-365040 Brief, page 14) 
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y«go has been intervlswed o& several occasions and has denied 
any knovledge of ^rothoian's and Gold's espionage activities. On the date 
of his last Interview in August^ 1950| he disclaiasd Baking any of the 
atatemants attributed tb him by Gold and denied being present In the office 
of A. Brothman and Associates when any discussion took place concerning 
Brotfaoan's intended testiaiony before the Federal Grand JuryyC/Ibid; Brief, 

. C^/Page 22) 

Oscar John Vago was bom in Budapest, Ruhgary, on February 27, 

1098. Ha cams to the United States in 1924 and was naturalised as a United 
States eitisen in the Southern District of New York on September 29, 1938* 

He married Claire Weisaman in Long Island City, Hew York, on Hay 31* 1928. 
Vago resided in Vashlngton, ^941, during which 

period be was emplojred by the mImmI Building* Administration, the Procurement 
Division of tbs Treasury Department and the War Dspartment at Fort Hyars, 
Virginia. -jj(101-1988) (10 

While in Vashlngton, G. c., Vago was a member of the Vashibgton 
Bookshop, the Washington Cosmittee for Democratic Action and the American 
league for Peace and Democracy. (61-7382^1298) \ 


Vago moved back to Hew York City in 1941 and became a partner in 
A. Brothman and Associates in August, 1944. (65-58805-1153) 

In Hay, 1944, Vago was a member of the Bmacutive Cosmittee at 
Large of the Rego Park Club of the CPA and in July, 1944, he was elected 
to the Queens County Council of the CPA* He was listed as President of the 
Trylon Club, Bidgewood Section, Queens County Conmunist Party, in June, . 
1949. (100-5-4-3938, page 5; 100-3-4-U98 page 18} 100-3-4-6723 page 17 )U^ 


Vago resides with his wife and ! 
at 66-07 99th Street, Bego Park, New York 
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In view of the latter mentioned confidential information, as well 
ibe Communist background and associations of Vago, it is helisved sdvlsabls 


I 


iPSEct^ 


* 




that an immediate investigation be instituted to determine his present 
activities, associations and contacts* It is recommended that in connection 
with the investigation, a complete physical surveillance should be maintained 
on Vago in order to siq)plemant such information as is developed through 
the investigation. A teletype has been sent to the New Tork and Washington 
Field Divisions Instructing that an immediate investigation be instituted 
as to the activities of Vago along the lines reccnmended in this memorandun. 

There is attached hereto a memorandvim to Assistant Attorney General 
James U* Wclnerney advising him of the facts concerning Vago's activities* 

The New York Office is also being Instructed by the attached teletype to 
furnish this Infozmation to the United States Attorney in New York jCity on 
the possibility he may desire to interrogate Vago before the FedejrAl Grand ^ 
Jury in the Southara District of New York.\tf^ 
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jirothaaB*« ^artMn la tba f Iza of kii BnVtmMU 0d iaiiboiatta 4urliil ^ 
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Otatnl m ivSj Vfg X 950 p ab^sySa it m« polotad.aat 
v^vVv':v--".''Taae6rdiac 'to ftaxrx Oold« fage viw jpcvaant la fba effioo of 1* 8rotfaa«a 

: :‘.«ad Aatooiatii* at tte tiaa Brottaaa had lalieatad bla lotaDtioa of diaeloalag '!< 

oobearnlf^ hia aotivitiaa la bahalf of tba Sovlata 
tba fOdaral Oraad Oa thla o ocai l oa Qold atat*d that ha 

' ^^^"‘^dviaad latolliaaB that amah d amnraa tpold ha aztiaoaly’ fo6]ha>df*V?^ - 
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'.'With ;fiiirthar nfazoBaa to Taco, .it la aotad that la mj paaoraadia ;.^v.; 
- ‘de't^ Attoraa/ Ganaral aa foly 26, 1950, it la peiatad oat that Oaear fago 
;^v aada aa laqul^ of Barxy Gold la Saoaabar, 3949# aa to otathar Brotfaaaa 
..c:;i..;xs^aad aetaallj vaeaioad a vad alar for bio aotivitiaa la bahalf of Ibaaia*^^^ 
On V:i« aiM* occaaien, aceordiag to OoXd, Tago axW tb* otaioaaat that ^ 

Brcthaan had infcned hia that bit, Brotfaaaa'a, aetlTltiao la ^half of " 

Buaalaao bad baaa vcrth tba verb of oca ar tao hricadaa of mn^ '^] ««. * 
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■ ^ ^.~, :'!^yy09oaT Jcbn Tacd'baa haan latarviaaad oa oataral oeeaalooa hj 
Acaata of VBI aad baa daalad anj kaeoladca of Brothaaa'a tad Oold'a i 
oapioDacO. aotivitiaa* At tho tiaa of hia rvaaot iaUrrlMr la Aveoat, 3950# 
ba diaeXaiaad aaklag aaj of tha atatiaaBia dttribalad to hia hgr Ooldi; Bo ;:' 
olao daolad taalac i^aant la tba effioa of A* Brothaaa aad laaoelatso ahaa 
tba dlaeaaalcD to^ plaoo aockoanibc Brnttaoi^it lataadad taatlaoy bafoaO /. 
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AOTXfITISa AES AWaOCUTEW Of SOMJEOT fAOO* AW IWiESUTE COMPLETE 
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pwiaxQAt aEsmtUECE asoviD be coeevotee to eetexmiee exb pss8eet 

COETACra* EASEIEOTOE EEQUEam TO COEEUCT XWfEaTIOATXOE A$ , 
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OSCAR JOHN^AGO, WA., ESPIONAGE - R. RE WFO TELETYPE SEPTEt ^ ER 
NINETEEN FIFTY. VAGO BORN FEBRUARY TWENTY SEVENTH, EIGHTEEN NINETY f 
EIGHT, BUDAPEST, HUNGARY. ENTERED US JANUARY TWENTY FIFTY AND NAT- 
URALI2ED SDNY SEPTEMBER NINETEENTH, NINETEEN THIRTY NINE. MARRIED 

w JUL^- < y' 

CLAlri^lSMAy nirNINETEEN TWENTY EIGHT. SON, JOHN, AGE TWELVE AND 
DAUGHTER, SUSAN, AGE FOUR. FIVE FEET SEVEN INCHES, ONE HUNDRED AND 

tv:i 

SIXTY FIVE' IBS., BROWN EYES, BROWN HAIR VERY THIN, BUILD MEDIUM TO 
HEAVY. EMPLOYED AS DRAFTSMAN AT CAROL MANAGEMENT CORP., TWELVE 

* . r- 

EAST FORTY EIGHTH ST., NY. RESIDES SIXTY SIC - NAUGHT SEVEN NINETY 
NINTH ST^'i teGo’-PARK, LONG ISLAND, NY. RESIDENCE VERIFIED THIS DATE 
BY PREtSt TELEPHONE CALL. LOCAL CUSTOMS STOP WILL BE PLACED, BUT rvi 




IT IS POINTED OUT THAT OUTGOING CUSTOMl STOPS OFTEN INEFFECTIVE. 

cd 

HARRY GOLD ADVISED NAGO NOT CONNECTED WITH OR COGNIZANT IF HiS 
ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES, BUT INDICATED THAT HE AND VAGO WERE QUITE ^ 

FRIENDLY. IT IS NOTED THAT GOLD HAD DINNER WITH VAGO-S FAMILY IN 
LATE DECEMBER OF NINETEEN FORTY NINE WHILE VISITING IN NY. GOLD 
ALSO ADVISED THAT VAGO HAS FOR SEVERAL YEARS INTERMITTENTLY DESIRED 
TO LEAVE THE US FOR RESIDENCE IN mpsii?) 

OF PROTESTS OF WIFE. IN VIEW OF FRIENDSHIP BEfffeElBaJBll) AND VAGO 
IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE PHILA. ottW^f^felmTERVIEW GOLD WITH THOUGHT 




TO LEAVE THE US FOR RESIDENCE IN 


THAT GOLD MIGHT HAVE COVERED UP VAGO-S ACTiVlTIES. 
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Btrector, FBI 
SAC. Heir Tqrik 

OSCAR JOHN 7AaO« mt Osskar Vago 
Special Section - Sapionage Subject 


DiTBt September l5> 1950 



It ie recomnended that a Security Index Card be 
above captioned individual. 

V 

The Security Index Card on the captioned Individual ahould be 
changed as foUcnrs: (Specify change only) 

OSCAR JOHN YAQO ■ 


Oaakar^Vago 


BACBjjiiia— sExjfeis_ native bor n 

COMMDNIS T vftfl SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTT. 
ULSCELLAmXJS (Specify) 


NATORALIZED yes AUER 


INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


TAB FCR DETCQU 


^AB FOR COUSAB. 


DATE OF BIRT H February 27. 1898 PLACE OF m m Budapest, Hungary 

RESIDENCE ADTT RESS i^artment 1»B« 66-0? 99th Street, Rego Park. W. T« 




BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show Dane of enfiLoylng concern and addreaa); 
Jack Arcnowi 12 East IjSth Street. Hew York .City 


KAniRE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Induatry Llat) 


JlCtIN 

100-55212 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, UA, ESP - R* BED TO BED DISCREET SURVEILLANCE OF VAGO 
MAINTAINED SINCE SEPT TWELVE LAST., NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY NOTED. NO 
CONTACTS OBSERVED. OUTGOING CUSTOMS STOP NOT FEASIBLE. CHECK OF 
BANK ACCOUNT AND EMPLOYMENTS BEING MADE. SURVEILLANCE CONTINUING. 
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To re^ee -Uie muthority reifieeted by -the Hew Toxk l^l-vlBlon 
to eondaet an appropriate aurvey In order to determine tba 
pzaetioabillty of iMtalllng a tecboieal eurreiUance at •abjeet*s 
residence. Apartment 1-B, £iD>07.99th Street, Torest Hills, Long . 
Island, Hew York 
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As yon mill recall, Oscar John yago came 
the Bureau in eonnection with the Gold ease by reason of his ha-ving been 
a partner of Abraham Brotfanan daring the period idien Brothaan -was asaoolating 
with Harry Gold* It 
information furnished by 



< 


As an Indication of the knowledge of yago eonceming Brothman's 
aeti-vities, Barry Gold, subsequent to his confession, furnished information'-' 
ms to two instances wherein it appeared that yago nay ham bad knowledge 
eonceming Brothnanfs metiyitios. According to Gold, in llay, 1947, after 
Srothnan had reoei'ved his mbpoena to appear before the Federal Grand JUxy 
in NSW York City, Bxothnan told him in the presence of lUrian Ibskowits, 
yago and seweial other members of the firm that he, Brotbman, intended to 
tell the -tru-th to the Federal Grand ^xy as to hie having furnished inform 
matlon to the Busslans* Gold further advised that on this occasion he 
endeavored to point out to Brotbman that each aeticm would be very foolish 
and that ld.riaa Ifoskowits also endeavored to dissuade him from taking such 
action* C^bid Brief page 13) 
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The eecond instance referred to by Gold was sub&qaent to the 
date when' Gold informed Brothman he. Gold, had been honored fay the RussianB 
for his espioDage efforts by bestowing rqion him the Bed Star* According ^ 
to Gold, 'Brothman after reeei'ving this information apparently advised a , 

anmber pf tale employees including yago that be, Brothman, bad received 
this^award* ^iQold stated that in December, 1949, during, a conversation wl-bh 
yago^ .Ihe latter inquired ef him whether it was true that Brotfanan bad 
aetiaally'reoelypd a Bed Star from the. I^ssians* On this occasion. Gold 
indioaited thatjhe advised jrago , that the true story eonceming this Bed Star 

CC - d*D* Donofaue, A 19B0 
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topIgii 

lie fuwre. Q 


vould cone oat saoetina in the fuwre. Gold recalled tl^t daring the 
coarse of this convereation alth Vago, Tago nade nentloa cf the fact 
that Brothman had Infonied hia that hie voricibr tha. Bossims- had been 
worth the work of one or two brigades of wen. Ulth respect to this 
statement of Brothman 'e, Gold advised that he recalled that Semen 
Semenov st the time of the Botel Lincoln meeting had advised Brothman 
that his work was equal to the efforts of one or two brigades of men* 

(Ibid Brief page 14) 

a ^ V 

Vago has been interviewed on several, oecasi one and has denied 
anj knowledge of Brothman 's and Gold's espionage' activities* On the 
date of his last interview, he disclaimed making any statements attributed 
to him by Gold and denied being present in the office of Abe Brotimian 
and Associates when any discusslcn took place concerning Brothman 's intended 
testimony before the Federal Grand Jury* (Ibid Brief page 22) 






(HFO teletype 9-8-5 


Oscar John Vago was bom In Budapest, Hungary, on ‘February 27, 

1896, He cane to the Ohited States in 1924 and was nattirallzed as a 
citizen of the Ihiited States in the Southern District of Hew Tork on 
September 29, 1938. He married Claire Weissman in Long Island City, Hew 
Tork, on May 31, 1928* Vago resided in Hhshington, D. C. from 1938 to 
June 26, 1941, during which period he was employed by the Federal Building 
Administration, Procurement Division of the Treasury Department and the 
Ihr Department at Ft* l^^er, Virginia* (101-1988) 

Hhile in Hashington, D. C., Vago was reported ae being a member 
of the Whshington Bookshop, the Washington Committee for Democratic Action 
and ^ American league for Peace and Democracy* (61>^582-1298) 

■# 

'Vago moved back to Hew Tork City in 1941 and became a member 
of Abe Brothman and Associates In August, 1944* In May, 1944, it was 
reported that he was a member of the Executive Canmlttee-at-Xerge of the 
Regal Park Club of the CPA* In July, 1944, be was elected to the Queens 
Ci^ Council of the CPA. Be was listed as President of the Trylon Club, 
Ridgewood Section, Queens County Comnnist Party as - of June, 194'9« 

(65-58805-1153; 100-3-4-3938 page 5; 100-3-4-4498 page 18 j 100-3-4-6723 page 17) 
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It flight be noted that Tago has been Teiy friendly vith 
Id and Gold visited at the Vhgp resldeace as late as Becenber 
) 


t 


A ^rtber interviev of Gold is being oondueted for the 
puxTose of securing all infonation he nay knoit eoncemtng Togo's 
activities. LLkevisa> the Nee lork Office has Initiated an investigation 
and placed Togo under a oontinnous plysioal surveiUanee pursuant to the 
Bureau instructions of Septenber 11, 1950^^ \ ~ 

HECOMMEMMTIOH ^ 



\ ^ 


* i . ^ 

In vies of the oonfidential infoxflation received as to yago's 
fear of possible involvement in the atom spy flatter and his knosn 
association vith Hany Gold and Abraham Brothaan, it is not believed 
that antbority to nake a survey for the installation of a teelnical 
survelllanee should be granted at this tine. It is believed preferable 
that an effort should be aade to detendne through the physical 
surveillance and other Investigation presently being conducted, the 
exact position of Vago eith respect to the prosecution of Brothnan. 
Further, in view of Tago's having been aubpoetaedto appear before 
a Grand JUxy on September 20, 1950, it is believed advisable to 
withhold any such authority as requested until sneh tiae as he has 
oompleted bis testiiaony before Grand Jury and the U .S . Attorney 
has given his decision as to the possibility of sitbsr using yago 
as a Govemaant aitness In the Brotboan aatter or ins^tuting prosecution 
against him. It is further believed that the Installation of a 
technical surveillance at this tias would be premature and id^t 
tend to oontaminate the evidence in the event of a future prosecution 
of yago. A teletype advising the New York Division that their request 
to conduct a survwy for the installation of m technical snrveiUance 
on yago is hereby denied is ^i^ attaehs<L4sreto for your approval. 
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LAST. RECOMMENDATION AS TO SECURITY INDEX ON SUBJECT SUBMITTED BY 




HAIL SEPT. FIFTEEN. SUBPOENA REOUIRING VAGO-S APPEARANCE BEFORE GRAND 
JURY SEPT. TWENTY NEXT, GIVEN TO US MARSHAL WHO STATES IT HILL PROBABLY 
NOT BE SERVED ON VAGO UNTIL SEPT. EIGHTEEN NEXT. SURVEILLANCE CON- 


TINUING WITH NO UNUSUAL ACTIVITY OF VAGO NOTED TO DATE 
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VAGO, WA, 


ESPIONAGE R. SURVEILLANCE TO DATE IND 




OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA, ESPIONAGE R. SURVEILLANCE TO DATE INDTCATEif 
VAGO REPORTS FOR WORK BEFORE NINE AM AT TWELVE EAST FORTY EIGHTH 
STREET, REAPPEARS FOR LUNCH, AND LEAVES WORK FIVE THIRTY PM, OTHER- 
WISE HAS NOT LEFT PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT DURING DAY, BEGINNING 
SEPTEMNER EIGHTEEN, UACB, VAGO WILL BE SURVEILLED FROM HOME TO WORK 
IN MORNING, CHECKED IN AND OUT AT NOON, AND FULL SURVEILLANCE WILL 
BE MAINTAINED FROM TIME OF LEAVING WORK. THIS WILL RESULT IN MORE 
DISCREET SURVEILLANCE SINCE TWELVE EAST FORTY EIGHTH STREET IS 
VERY CONGESTED DISTRICT. VAGO TWICE HAS SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME WIND< 
SHOPPING AT LUGCAGE 
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It is suggested that the New Xork Office trans^ 
late this material and report the pertinent portions thereof* 
Further, In reporting this material, it ahould be properlj 
paraphrased to cover the source* 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS** ESPIONAGE-R. SUBPOENA SERVED ON VA60 SEPTlH^ 
BER EIGHTEEN LAST CALLING FOR APPEARANCE BEFORE GRAND JURY ON SEPT-|; ; 
EMBER TWENTY* ON SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN VAGO PICKED DP REPAIRED SUITCME 


ON WAY HOME FROM WORK WITH INITIALS C* 0. V*, APPARENTLY THOSE OF HlS 
WIFE* BED TO BED SURVEILLANCE RE-INSTITUTED THIS DATE* STOPS PLACED 
WITH OVERSEAS AIRLINES « VAGO-S BUILDING SUPERINTENDENT AND ON HIS 
BANK ACCOUNT* SURVEILLANCE HAS DISCLOSED NO SIGNIFICANT CONTACTS* 
ADDITIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF VAGO OBTAINED SEPTEMBER EIGHTEEN FOR DIS- 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO^ aka Oszkar Vago 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACnS 
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DETAILS: 


Records AGO, CPRB, DA, SDIO, reflect OSCAR JOfll VAGO ^ployed 
as Rssociate Engineer, Structural, 0C3MG, Washington, D, C. 
^“^^39 to ^26-41* Born 2-27 “9B at Budapest, Hungary* 
Claims naturalized 9-29-38, USDC, NX., Certificate #4320335. 
^othe^in-law, EDMUND WINKLER, WooddJde, L.I., N.I., employed 
U.S.P.O. Background and descriptive infonoation set out. 

RUC 

.... 

AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI: -'X 


^ review of the personnel file, Civilian Perspnnel Records Branch, Adjut- 
ant General* s Office, Department of the Anny, on^CAR JCWNVvAGO indicates 
that this individual was employed on December 16, 1939, as ^'associate engi- 
neer, structural. Grade P-3 at $3200 per annum with the War Department, Office 
of the Quartermaster General at Washington, D. C. 

Ihls employment was terminated on June 26, 1941 by reason of resignation* 
In a letter of resignation dated May 23, 1941, VAGO advised he was submitting 
his resignation because inportant developments in his wife*s family made it 
nec^sary for him to move his family to New York. In an ^fidavit executed 
on Dedember 7, 1939, VAGO states his brother-in-law, EDMUNa WINKLER, 2844-50th 

Island, New York, was employed 'B^Th^hited States Post 
Office Department as a clerk. No derogatory information was contained in the 
file. 

(XJ 

Ihe following backg round and descriptive information is contained in the 
x*ecord* 

.abi 2-27-98 'Budapest, Hungary* «r>»T*n^TMr^ \ 
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SL 65-1 578 


Education 


Occupation 

Address 



Qnplojpment 


Belatlves 


Miscellaneous 

Supervisors 


Organizations 


References 


Engineer 

Engineer 


.ty, Budapest, 

Hungary (1916-22); HessiscHe TTi^iBSlische Hoch- 
schule, Damstadt, Germany (1920-21) 

Professional Engineer and licensed in State of . 

Netir York* 

4117 North Fourth Street, Arlington, Virginia, 

25 Sickles Street, New York, N. Y. (1937-38) 

22Sl-37th Street, Long Island City, N. Y. (193334) 
6323 Luzon Avenue, N. tf,, Mashington, D. C, 

Federal ITorks Agency, Public Buildings, Admin- 
istration, (fashing twi, D, C, (7-38 to 12-39) 
l^e Austin Company, 19 Rector Street, New Yoz4c,N.Y* 
(forks Progress Administration, 37 (fest 65 th Street, 
New York, N* Y« 

Mhite Construction Company, Inc*. 95 Madison Ave«, 

New York, New York (4-26 to 2-33)* 

J. M. FELSON, 250 (fest 57th Street, Ne^York, N.Y. 

( 3-25 to 4-26). /hr ,4 /("I /ir^ 0 'r M r:, d 

Father, MORRIS (^, Bormin Hungary; ' 

Mother, HATHILn^V^LOSTE^Rir soVfi in Germany, 

(fife, CLAIRB^AGO, 4117 North Fourth Street, 

Arli^ton, Virginia, 

Claims (I. S« naturalization in U. S. District 
Court, New York, on 9-29-38, Certificate #4320335, 
(flUJAM S. FRICK, Chief Engineer, Office, C^iarfa:- 
maHer General, (fashington, D, C, 

Ct If. BARBER, Assistant Chief Engineer, PBA, FWA, 
(fashington, D. C« 

C. NQRNEFFER, District Engineer, The Austin Co., 

New York, N. Y« 

ARTHUR BARZACR^IN, Chief Engineer, Park Dept,, 

New York, N, Y. 

RENE L, BERTIN, Vice-President, (faite Construc- 
tion Company, New Yoxk, N. Y. 

Buckingham Civic Association, Arlington, Va, 

Group Health A88ociation,1422 K. Street, N.(f», 
(fashington, D. C« 

Connlttee to Aid China, (fashington, D, C, 

(fashington Bookshop Association, 9i6-i7th St», 

N.(f., (fashington, D, C, 

Dr, LUCY 5HIMMERLIK, 2257-37th Street, Long Island, 
Oity, l.Y. - physician, 

JOSEPH ZALKIN, 319 N. Thomas Street, Arlington, Va, 
laCHAEL ALEXANDER, 1495 Montgomery Ave., New Yozk,N.Y. 
SAMUEL L, KAYE, 1434 Somerset Place, N,(f,, (fashin^on, 
ALVIN R. SCHWAB, 1330 Street, N.(f. , Washington, D. C, 


REFERRED UPON CdiPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


- 2 - 


jEemUff INBTCTN ■ C0?g {3r?pi 


/ 

C 




y 


f 


0 


« 


0 
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LEADS 

Information copies of this report are designated for Washington Field/ 
Los Angeles / and San Francisco in accordance with instructions in referenced 
teletype. 


REFERENCE: Washington Field teletype dated 9-12-50 to S^. Louis and Bureau. 
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Office Memorandum 



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




kL 


Director* FBI 

GUT HOTTEI^SAC^ Vashington Field 

OSCiR JOHN TAGO, vith' alias 
ESPIONAGE - B 
(Bufile 101-1988) 


DATE: 


September 26 , 1950 


Bez^tels Septenber 22j 1950* 

Transmitted herewith for the New York Office, 
are two phptostatic copies of the personnel file of 
captioned subject idiich were obtained from Hr* J* B* . 
TURNER^ room 501» 1900 £ Street^ N* W*^ idiere the / 
inactive files of General Services Administration are 
kept. i . ■ 

U 


Ml* ToIboo 
M f* Lodd - 
Ml. ClBqg . 


Ml. Clavin . 

TvchsU 


Mi. r.osoa 

Mr. Trccy 

Mr. 

Mi. 

Mr. Mohr 

T«!e. Eoo.*n 

Mr, N«as* - 
ICu Gandy 
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65-5598 

ec - Hew York 
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63 OCT 3 1958 
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ENCLOSING MATERIAL FROM INFT 
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TiifnAfm Kmi mql •* ^ 

Office 2 Aem^andum • united states government 


€ 


TO 1 Direetorf FBI 




FROM I SiC, Hew TMk 

I SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN ^00, 

Osskar JohMVa 
JSPIOHiGS r 





DATE: September 20, I950 




v*^ «rT»,,'<-’ i T' * -" .?Jt ■- L 1 'V* i ■€ -,'x- -i * “ J-- , - - • ^ ^ r- /V- ^ *:*?- ■ - ■ ’ '' 





, »? '* ,«. ,, .^v . 


. 1 

'f - o 


'^otographe of VAGO are bnnig encloaed to tiie pffleea Hated / V 
b^ov to asaiat in their ineeatlgatlon or .In ary interviews eondaoted Ia 
this ease# '-,*^. »..^.k^...w li*.'--;^^!''*-- -^- ■- • — *'. ••■ , 

; umcrille Office ia requested to display thp photogiraph iq 
llfHED DEANkMCK for possible ldfntifie.ation* - ^ .. . ; " 

^ Baltimore Office ia requested to display the photograph to HHTTTAingR 
HAWHKRS for possible Identification, :^•; • ■ ■.■..■^■.•.•k-.... i;-^* - "- .■ • ■ 

levela nd Office is requested disttLay the photogra]^ to JQSK. . .P’ 
and to wi LTJiM GARFlHQ^rahUNGS for possible identiHeation, 

Office is requested to display the photo^ap^ to PAUL ^ . ' 

\ CROUCH for possible identification, ■ . :. ^ .■ v 

» 'r, , ^ 

; ^^l^innati Offi^is requested to display the photograph to 

' . elca Louis C,\Fraina for possible identification. 











^ ^ '1 


a 1 S 5 -)« 


V' ' 


2 ends, ~ *' - ■ * ; ' ." .-. ^ ejtp?p pm gKiicyfrEtgiaag^ p> 

;,-- . . . C r.ftj OCt 



■Ai^ 


vv: ^ 

•i I 


xviUe * ehel* (1} .\ ’• .1, -,^ , ^Washington Field - end. (1) 
^j^fialtimore - end, (1)” **' ■ ' ^Boston - end, (1) 


cot 




CleTeland -., end. Tf V:* ?*®Tep ?• end*. (1) 


, iAaml - enci. (I) '’ - ■ •.’K - endy (1) 



n w 


V-1 - 




-Cincinnati -.rad, '■Cl):irt-^A.^%pi^ $n: Francisce^ - encl^ 

lm. abk. 1., - fool.: (i)Er:S>?>'' ■,>hiUd.ii*i. i miTiin-': ^ '"'f 

Seattle .* end^ Cl) ' 

Jj THZiAPK (y 

( 7 ^ /\lOO-« 2 li 2 *> /%! ■ 




" f<W ^ ^ -Jk ^ ^ ' 
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COPIES DESTROYED 
^66 jHrtrt 8 1951 
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^empi froni 

D«e ofBecIa 
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Letter to Director 
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mlOO-SS2ll2 ••■■•■ 

.. J'W,- vt-t ;>» - . ^.v* vn* . i . ■?: : v * A.- T - r-.-:-^' \ *;■ ^v; - ‘ 


jdes Offl 
Band to 


;ed to display the photograph 
for possible identification. 


<U94>.t!iA Office is requested to display the photograph to 

or possible identification. ^ 


Washjjigton Field Office is reciaested to display the photograph to . 
KILLI&U O' DELl^OHELL for possible identification. . 

' . Boston Office is requested to display the photogri^ to HERBERT ., 

^p^.PiRi ck for possible identification. 'i ’’ ' ’ t- .. . • f ^ ■ " ' 

' ' Denver Office is requested to display the photograph to MORRIS LOUIS 

AFPLEMAM for possible identification. 


eapolis Office is requested to display the photograph to u 
for possible identification. ^ 

B ancisco Office is requested to display the photograph to ^ ^ 
for possible identification. - . . ' ^ 


THOMA 


Philadelphia Office is requested to display the photograph to 
,CE for possible Identification. ^ 


eili display the photograph 


T»o copies of OSP.ATt ,T pftfl^Anfy>s photo 


Bureau. 




are enclosed for the 


- It is noted that PAUL CROUCH has recently been in Seattle and the 
A. ' Seattle Office is requested to contact him if he is still in that city. . 

' ■ • ‘r .> i ^ : . -?r ^ -t ^ 

--V, - - ^ i ■ . . * - f -'X '' 'V t.. ' ■ - ' 

"X. ,, r k. t-f , , . ii- - 1 - 1 . ‘-’V. .* 1 . T '•> '“i/i -■'r 

." ■■ ' v' ;i - - . . ^ ' -+ > jf >- TV' - '>'1 K-.- ' - .* ■*-. 

■■ -'*T .':l * r' \ ‘ ^ /. ;• .j., .. r ;v >. .v*' / - .i 

iDiYiw£^v^ ‘ 3 t r*-:r 'i I'i " 
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Jettor to nireetor 4 \ 
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Ktto 

^3W8*nt oddzoM 
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^ ■ 1*^ *•* 


^ZUu^ 

^rthdut# 

^^ttiplaeo 
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Jfclfijbt 
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Occupation 
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JOHIT ^GO 

^ »«>, St«.t, >,„,t ^ 

■lit# 

Jbmaiy 27 , 199i 

amgai7 

165 Iba. 6 ^-^^-X 
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FEPEr^'L PVT'V (*"’^'■^((3.^ ^'ON 
0. S. DErARK/n.'T CF J'iSTiCE 

coMMyHicAT;*:;^ siciiDN 


SEP 22 


TELET' TE 




22 1 I 5-35 PK ^ . 

: ITt f 


WA^fflNGTON 9 AND NEW YORK A FROM NEWARK 

IRECTOR AND SAC URGE 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA. ESPIONAGE R. RE NEW YORK TEL TO NEWARK SEPTEMBER 

TWENTYONE LAST. fROBERT MOORE, PRESIDENT, FLOCKHART FOUNDRY COMPANY, 

NINETYFOUR POLK STREET, NEWARK, ADVISED RECEIPT OF SINGLE SENTENCE LETIER 

OF SEPTEMBER TWENTY LAST REQUESTING BUSINESS CATALOGUE ON CASTINGS BY 

■ • 

SUBJECT FROM HIS COMPANY. SUBJECT UNKNOWN TO MOORE AND INFORMATION 
SOUGHT BY SUBJECT AND FORWARDED. TO HIM WAS OF NON RESTRICTED NATURE. 

K 

EARNEST WALTER, PRESIDENT, PORTETE MFG. COMPANY, NORTH ARLINGTON, NJ 
ADVISED HIS COMPANY WAS NOT IN RECEIPT OF ANY LETTER FROM THE SUBJECT 
TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. WALTER WILL ADVISE IMMEDIATELY OF RECEIPT OF LETTER 
FROM SUBJECT IF SAME IS RECEIVED. WALTER STATES HIS COMPANY HAS NO 
RESTRICTED TYPE CONTRACTS OR INFORMATIONAL DATA AT PRESENT. LETTER 
FOLLOWS, 

MC KEE 


CORR-LINE 3 LAST WORD SHLD BE "LETTER 



BOTH HOLD PLS 






^ 26 1950 


55SEP3Q18iQ 


am. I!^F0HMATI01I 
HEREIH ' 


* 



of f ^ 




O 

u 


FETER;! Pt!nEA!I OF 
■ u. s. DEFARTWENT Or Jboi.''- 

SECTICH 

SEP 2 1 1950 


3 



teletype 





^ ¥A^ 63 NEWARK 12 CGO 3_ L OS ANG ^ FROM NEW YORK 21 
IRECTOR AND SAC . URGENT 



1005 




t 


A 


OSCAR JOHNTAGO, UA., ESP - R. ON SEPT NINETEENTlgLl^Sii:, iJaGO SIMUL- 
TANEOUSLY DIRECTED LETTERS TO FIFTEEN FIRMS, LETTER TO NY FIRM RE- 
QUESTED. COPY OF A TECHNICAL ENGINEERING WORK. RETURN ADDRESS OSCAR ' 
J.ifli/AGO . P. E. SIX SIX NAUGHT SEVEN, NINETY NINE ST., REG 0 PARK, LI, 

NY. CHICAGO CONTACT U.S. GYPSUM CO., THREE HUNDRED WEST AMSTERDAM ST., 
CRANE CO., EIGHT THREE SIX SOUTH MICHIGAN AVE., CECO STEEL PRODUCTS 

. ; -V ' ■ ' 

CORP., FIVE SEVEN NAUGHT ONE WEST TWENTY SIXTH ST., ALL CHICAGO. CIN- ^ 
CINNATI CONTACT FLEXICORE CO., INC,, DAYTON, AND PHILIP CAREY mHUTkCTi^ 
URING CO,, LOCKLAND CINCINNATI. DETROIT CONTACT DETROIT STEEL PRODUCTS 
CO., TWO TWO FIVE NAUGHT EAST GRAND BOULEVARD, GREAT LAKES STEEL CORP., 
STRAN-STEEL DIVISION, PENOBSCOT BUILDING, TRUCON LABORATORIES, CEMENT 
TILE DIVISION, ALL DETROIT, AND BRICKCRETE ASSOCIATION, FOUR SIX SIX 
NINE SOUTH DIVISION AVE, GRAND RAPIDS, LA CONTACT DAVIDSON BRfCK CO, 

FOUR SEVEN NAUGHT ONE FLORAL DRIVE, LOS ANGELES, ^NEWAR}LCONTACT 


PORETE MANUFACTURING CO, NORTH ARL4Nf;^_^'fLO(^lT TOUmi^ CO, NINETY 


END OF PAGE ONE 


- _ r 


< 4 ^ 



PAGE TWO , , . 

k - - r » 

^ ^ V ^ V , ^ 

FOUR POLK STREET, NEWARK. PITTSBURGH CONTACT CEMENSTONE CORP, NEVILLE 

ISLAND, PITTSBURGH. VAGO STRUCTURAL ENGINEER feY PROFESSION. INFORMANT 

< 

HAS ADVISED VAGO PLANNING TO LEAVE UNITED STAES FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE 
IN HUNGARY BECAUSE OF INVOLVEMENT TN "ATOM SPY MATTER* . NATURE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE SHOULD BE ASCERTAINED WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO ANY 
INDICATION OF HIS LEAVING UNITED STATES. IF THE LITERATURE REQUESTED, 
ASCERTAIN IF AT ALL RESTRICTED. 

SCHEIDT 

CINCINNATI, DETROIT AND PITTSBURGH ADVISED 

i 


CORR LINE THIRTEEN WORD TEN SHOULD BE /BRICK/ 
END 


WR V SM Si J ?i,io 
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NY J 63 WA LIR W AND RLAY 
TU. ; 

I- " - ■ : r , • ‘ ’ 

NK NY R 12 NK'cEG ^ ^ 

HD ISC * ’ ' ' ' ' ■ ^ 
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U. £, :fr'^,i!..;:<'’ c- rj'iiiCt 

COaK./.iKTIu.i jECilOS 

SEP 2AI9SQ 


0 




If. Tioct- 
li. fioibft 


TELETYPE 


-^MiASHAJ«rtfASH FL 

AND SAC 


WASH FLD 64 FROM NEW YORK 


OTOW*iATioN comira 

®Eiti 


Ml. Mekf 
W«.>oai 
Ml. n»em 


URGENT 


10-37 P 

tursi 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA., ESP - R. VAGO APPEARED BEFORE G. J., SDMY, THIS 

DATE FOR APPROK ONE HALF HOUR, QUESTIONED BY SAA6 T, J« DONEGAN, 

« • • 

- ■ r: . 

REFUSED TO AlisWER WHETHER MEMBER OF C« P* ON GROUNDS OF SELF INCRIM- 
INATION, [ ADMIT to ACQUAINTSHIP Wlffi^JtuOLD AN^ ROTHAMN i BUT DENIED BEING 
PRESENT A^T ANY DISCUSSION BETWEEN THEM CONCERNING G, J, TESTIMONY.* 
DENIED ANY KNOWLEDGE OF ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES ON THEIR PART PRIOR TO 
CURRENT NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY. ALSO DENIED OWN PARTICIPATION IN ANY ESP- 
IONAGE ACTIVITIES OR CONTACT WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF ANY FOREIGN POWER. 
WFO INFT PROTECTED. VAGO NOTIFIED TO REAPPEAR BEFORE Gi J. ON SEPT 


TWENTY SEVEN NEXT. PHOTOS TATIC COPIES OF APPLICATION FORMS SIGNED BY 

m 


VAGO IN CONNECTION WITH GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT REQUESTED BY DONE 

^ 

WTO PLEASE FURNISH. ALSO INS FORMS MADE OUT BY VAGO IN CONNECTION WITH 

• ► 

NATURALIZATION. WFO REQUESTED TO OBTAIN PHOTOSTATS OF GOVERNMEOT EMPLOY- 

RECORDED • 90^ y /W 

BENT FORMS FOR SEPT TWENTY SEVEN ' INS FORMS WILL BE 

OBTAINED INS HERE BY HY(^ SURVmLANCE HAS BfSCSSSIBiDNO PERTINENT 
ACTIVITIES. 

a3SEP30^idt^ 

TWO COPIES TTFO 



HLD PLS 


— 
















FErr/fi rv.' •• --. 

ff C ^r. 

^ .1/ v.*\ f J ^ 


SEP 22 1950 /^ 

TELETYPE 


yiiRE 


Mr. Totsoci 
Mr. Lodd 

Mr. Clegg 

Ml. Clovia 

Mz. Hicbola 
Mi. Rosea — 


yy^grbo _ 
iCie Belmont 

Mi, Mohz 

Tele, Joom . 


AMD WASH FLD 31 ST* LOHIS 2 FROM MEV YORK 


'ea*p_ 


IRECTOR AND SACS 


urgent 




OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA., ESP - R* RE WFO TEL THIS DATE, SAAG 


DONEGAN 


ADVISED DOCUMENTS PERTAINING ONLY TO NON-COMMUMIST OATH, ETC,, INA^- 

• - * ^ * 

QUATE. HAS REQUESTED PHOTOSTATS OF ALL DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED BY VAGO IN 
CONNECTION WITH GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT, \l 0 j ^ ^ 

?SS0^^iDT «P'2e'95^ 

fio cbiss IFO • -ITORi’-lATION CONTAINED v ".• 

HLDPts ■ f# 


L • eCk 

^1C.C®^^1DT 


Atl T^TFORiWION CONTAINED 


EiOCT4 1B50 


















VTANWyNO raUi MBL 44 


0 j 

Office ^Asfnoi anduin • united states government 


TO I 

H- 

r^PI.OM I 

tOBJBCT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

1 

SAC, LOS AIv’GSLES 


DATE: September 25, 1950 

ft- i 


OSCAR JOHI 
ESPIONAGE S 


i^AGO, wa. 



’ 39aog 


" ' ■ Re Kew teletype September 21, 1950. 

Kr. sXccXTrEN, General Kanager, Davidson Brick Company, A701 
Floral Drive, Los An?eies, advised that he received a letter from 
anbiect instant date, stating, kindly send me a copy of your publication 
entitled Steel tyd Brick Masonry, and signed O SCAI^^AQO. The letter contained 
no other Information, and no indication of subject planning to leave the* 
country. 

/ 

COGGEN advised this publication has been recommended by ALA 
and that it has to do with structural quality of brick and brick 
engineering. He advised that they received requests for this book from people 
all over the country and if a person requesting it seems to he one who has 
need for the publication, and if the party resides outside of California, he 
notifies them that upon remittance of ^1.50 he will send them the publication, 
COGGfj'j stated this booklet coptains no restrictive literature and that any 
qualified engineer could figure the str’jctural formulas. 

COGGEIv' caused record search to be made of the correspondence file 
and advised no prior correspondence with the subject. 


HUC. 


AMSD 

WJWrbla 

65-5125 

ccr New York (AKSD) 
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fiZLi.-i rj-r/u c^ r'.ir" '* 

U. t. DtP/.r.ir/LHT C: iuSTiCC 

C a* iDATIDHS SECTICH 

V 

SEP 2 IfiBO 


TELEttTE 


HINGTON FROM NEW YORK 41 


9-1 5P 


TbiMik « 
ICe» Icedii «*• 

gteria . 
Ms^lOckoli 
Hx. Bomb-- 
Mr. Trory- 
llr. I 

I 

T«l«- Boom 

I 11^ Ktoso 


DIRECTOR 


URGENT 


o "^>^33: 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, ESP - R. REBOTEL SEPT. NINETEEN LAST. JACK R. MILj^ 
BORN AUG. SEVEN, NINETEEN TEN, CHICAGO, ILL., RESIDES TtAE- F^^ SIx"^ 


FOl^KNOX PLACE, ggO^, NY. PRESENTLY CONSULTING ENGINEER AT ELEVEN 
BEST FOETYSECOND ST., NYC, BITH PARTNER__CHARLfej|!RAMBEYER. MILLER CHIEF 
OF ENGINEER UNIT AT H^HY A. BR ASSERT AND CO., SIXTY EAST FOUR TWO 

» t 

STREET FROM NINETEEN FORTY FOUR TO FIFTY. INDICES NEGATIVE RE RAMSEYEF 

ONE JACK ^^^ILLER, NO ADDRESS, ASSOCIATED WITH VALB. JO}« Rt)4njLER, 

THi3e NAUGHtTiG^T WEst ONE TWQ^IGH*^'^ STREET SIGN ED CP NOM INATING 

^-pgHTION NINETEEN -FORTY NINE. NOT KNOWN IF /IDENTIC^J^^'^i^^^gCjlUOlJ/ 

GOLD-S STATEMENT THAT MILLER IS NOW ANTI-COMMUNIST RECOHMEN- 

® ^ 


GOLD-S STATEMENT THAT MILLER IS NOW ANTI -COMMUNIS 
BEDtt < 

SCHEIDT \ ’ 

56003 ifekf " 




EX-16 




WTI; A , 


OF IHVBSTIGATIO* 
DEPAHTIIERT OF JUS" 


9^ h 



Tl 

' ♦ 

To: C0»IUHICATI0R8 i i«. 

Transmit th« following message 22, 1950 


UC, IBV lOBK 


CC-15^ 


39207 


OSOSST 


OSCAR JOB! nOO^ SSP MSB R. RSURHL aSPTOfBEai IBSKTI OlfS« U8T. PORSOAR 
10 TOUR RSCOmiMTIOli, TOO AXE AUIRCRIZBO TO COHDUCT IMfRDIATB MT^IBr 
WIW JACK Ei' Mum. 

lOORE 




101 - 198^^7 




BOTB: Ro mscurity files on Jack E. Miller located at Borman 
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n VIA, 


•nuwAim rarii MDh #1 



Office Memorandum 



TO 

FK.OM 


: l>irector, FBI 
^SAO. 


SUBJECT: OSCAR JOHN va. 

Oszkar John'^ago 
BSPXONACS - R 


• UNITED STAGES GOVERNMENT"^ 

DATE: September 26, 1950 



* 


li 


!♦ 

'A 


Relety New York Eo Bureau^ dated September 20, 1950> requesting 
photograph of subject be e^diibited to PAUL CROUCH, 


FileSf this office, indicate CROUCH will be in Los Angeles 
between September 15 and October 1, 1950* 

Los Angeles requested to handle* 

RUC. 






HRAthw 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA. ESPIONAGE R. RE NEW .YORK TELETYPE SEPTEWBES^ ' 
TWENTY-ONE LAST. LETTERS WRITTEN BY SUBJECT T ^U. S. GYPSUM 
C OMPANY AND^pEC O STEEL COMPANY LOCATED. SUBJECT-S LETTER TO 
CRANE COMPANY NOT LOCATED. NO REFERENCE IN LETTERS INDICATING 

■ " 4 

SUBJECT LEAVING COUNTRY. INFORMATION HE REQUESTED NOT RESTRICTED. 


REPORT FOLLOWS. 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA, ESP - R. ON SEPT TWENTY-SIX LAST INVES AT WHITE=*< 

CONSTRUCTION CO., NY, DISCLOSED THAT VAGO WORKED THERE CONTINUOUSLY 

FROM OCT twenty-nine, TWENTY-EIGHT, TO DEC THREE, THIRTY-TWO, AND THAT 

HE DIDN-T LEAVE THE US DURING THAT PERIOD IN CONNECTION WITH WORK. 

ABOVE INFO GIVEN TO SAAG DONEGAN FOR UTILIZATION IN CONNECTION WITH 

APPEARANCE OF VAGO BEFORE GRAND JURY TODAY. A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE HAS 




ADVISED THAT ON SEPT TWENTY LAST VAGO TESTIFIED BEFORE THE GRAND JURY 
THAT HE LEFT US IN TWENTY-NINE FOR HUNGARY AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL 
THIRTY-THREE. ALSO TESTIFIED THAT HIS WIFE DID NOT ACCOMPANY HIM 
ON THE TRIP BUT JOINED HIM THERE IN THIRTY-TWO. SAME SOURCE ADVISES 
THAT ON THIS DATE VAGO INFORMED GRAND JURY AT THE OUTSET OF HIS TESTI- 
MONY AND 'before any QUESTIONING THAT HE WISHED TO MAKE AN AMENDMENT. . 
HE WAS ADVISED BY DONEGAN THAT HE WAS FIRST TO ANSWER QUESTIONS PUT TO 
HIM^ANDJHAT HE COULD MAKE A STATEMENT LATER TO THE GJ IF THE AMEND-. 
MENT. WAS NOT COVERED IN THE QUESTIONING. UNDER QUESTIONING VAGO IL 

ADMITTED TO THE GRAND JURY THAT RE WAS ACTUALLY OUT OF US ONLY FROM m 
THIRTY-TWO TO JAN TWELVE, THIRTY-THREE, AND THAT HE TESTIFIED FALSELY 
ON SEPT TWENTY LAST. INTERPOSED STATEMENT AT THAT POINT THAT THIS 


WAS WHAT 


Amendment was to have covered, also admitted that his 
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PAGE TWO 

* 

WIFE ACCOMPANIED HIM ON THE TRIP AND THAT HIS TESTIMONY OF SEPT 
TWENTY last PERTAINING TO HER WAS ALSO FALSE. GJ VOTED TRUE BILL 
ON PERJURY CHARGE. TENTATIVE INDICTMENT LISTS ABOVE TWO COUNTS. 
INDICTMENT WILL BE HANDED DOWN ON SEPT TWENTY-EIGHT NEXT AND NYO HAS 
BEEN REQUESTED TO SERVE EXPECTED BENCH WARRANT ON VAGO SAME DATE. NYO 
WILL SERVE WARRANT UACB. NO PRESS RELEASE RECOMMENDED SINCE INDICTMEN 
BASED ON TESTIMONY BEFORE GJ. NYO WILL CONFIRM ARREST. 
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At ltS5 P.M»p ABAC Whelan of Nero York called 
to aduiee that Tago had been picked up by Agento on the 
etreet during hie lunch hour at 18 Saet 4dth Street, 

New York Oity, and iooe being brought into the office. 

At 4:40 P*M. Superuieor Granville advieed that 
Vago had been arraigned before 0. S, Comieeioner Edward 
McDonald, SDNY, and held on $50,000 bail* Hie attorney 
did not ehow up at the arraignment and McDonald etated that 
if the attorney can present good reaeon why the bail should 
be reduced, he will consider the reasons. Mr. Saypol 
argued for the Government and stated that this vas connected 
loitft the activities of the Brothman case and it was hie 
experience that some of the defendants in this case had fled. 
Consequently, he argued for $50,000 bail* 

Tago will.be brought before a 0 , s. district Judge 
on Monday, October 2, 1950, to plead to the indictment. 

Mr. Granville advised that Tago would not talk 
to the Agents and refused to give a waiver of search, 
stating that he had nothing in hie home. 

The New Pork Office is giving out photographs 
of Tago and >ie answering press inquiries as to the arrest 
and Tagore background, but statements to the press as to 
the charges against him are being made by USA Ngypol. 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WA., ESP - R. RE NYC TEL SEPT. TWENTYTWO, FIFTY. PHO 
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On the evening of September 27, 1950, ASAC Whelan 
of Wew Torlf advised that investigation had reflected that 
Tage had made a false statement before the Federal Grand Jury 
in Sew York concerning an alleged trip to Europe in 1932* 

Thie information was furnished to Mr* Donegan, who is handling 
the Grand Jury* 


Ondy 


On the morning of September 27, 1950, Tags was again 
called before the Grand Jury* He advised he wanted to amend 
part of his testimony* However,- Rone gan refused to let him do so 
prior to certain questions which concerned this trip to Europe* As 
a result of questioning, Vago a<iieitted giving false testimony but 
stated he had meant to amend his testimony and was going to do so 
had he been allowed to submit his amendments before he vob 
questioned* 


Mr* Whelan advised the Grand Jury is going to return an 
indictment tn the morning of September 28, 1950, charging Vago 
with perjury* He advised that Hew York Agents had been requested 
to pick up Vago when the indictment is returned based on a bench 
warrant* Mr* Whelan was advised that he should make the apprehension 
in accordance with the request, inasmuch as Vago is a possible 
subject in connection with the Abraham Brothman case* He was advised 
that this would give us an opportunity to further question Vago and 
possibly Vago might furnish information in his possession* Inasmuch 
as the arrest will be made on the perjury charge based on the 
indictment, it was not believed that a press release should be made 
by the Bureau but rather that the Hew York Office should restrict 
itself to confirming the arrest upon press inquiry* 


A memorandum has been submitted on September 27, 1950, 
reflecting the background of Vago and the contemplated action by 
the Granji Jury* 

j V - 

Qn the morning of September 28, 1950, Mr* Granville, of 
Hew York, called, to advise that Mr* Ronegan has suggested that a 
sealed indictment bpj returned against Vago in order to give the 
Agents ah. opportunity to pick him up before publicity* I agreed that 
this was deSiijrable* Mr* Granville then advised that the question 
had come up ac ^o whether the Agents should wait until Vago returned 
to his home from'work before apprehending him on the basis that they 




75 


% the baeia that the\ 

ud 


■r-16 



UEMORANDmi FOR UR > LADL 


could ttaJee a search incidental to arrest* I advised Ur, Granville 
that this would be undesirable because we would be delaying the 
arrest unnecessarily after the return of the indictment^ and more 
important, since any search conducted would probably be considered 
exploratory, inasmuch as the basis for the arrest is a simple 
perjury charge before the Grand Jury and is not connected with 
espionage, I suggested that "7 ago be picked up at his place of 
employment and the Agents question him and possibly he would open up 
and give us information concerning Brothman and his activities. If 
7ago gives a waiver of search, we will then be on safe ground to go 
out and search hie home, 

J 

I advised Ur, UcGuire, of the Records and Communications 
Division, concerning the background of this case and he agreed 
that we should make no press release but should answer inquiries 
from the press by confirming the arrest, 

ACTION: 


None, The New Tork Office has been instructed to keep 
us advised of developments. 
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DATE; Septeml»r.27, 1950 


ClassiHed fty 
Osclissify on: 
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It) fundah jou Jiw fB^toral Grand 
J igy la nity Traa EIU ■palnat Vago ml la ^ 

C pntemplat »<i -that th«» ]ift yatumad <» Se jt amber 28^ 1950^ & (BcTvXt, 


e harging Yago with perjury.^ 


You will rttcaU 12iat by Bsmorandm dated September 12« 1950, 
Assiatant Attorney General James M. Mclnemey wa^ ftimiahed a aemorandUBi 



eonearnlng O^ar John Vago. this memorandiB 
with A brahy^lftfothman yAo, JieeonliDg to 
ntr'Bad fnjml^ed ^formation to Oold-Y< 
It was pointed mt tba^lnfoi 
a confidential source'^ 


poAntsd out Tago's aasoeiat: 
»ld, a -coafSssed'Sbflet" 
ransmlssjlpn to. the ^psla ts . 
eelred by the Bureau throi 




r* Mclnemey was aavise 

30 imSraatlcm available to the Bureau concerning Vago was being turned 
over to the United States Attorney In the Southern District of New York 
on the possibility that he might desire to Interrogate Yago before the 
federal Grand Jury in the Southern District of New York. G, 1. R< 

The New York Gff ice has advised today that Yago at the time of 
his appearance before the Tederal (hwnd Jury in New York oh September 20, 
1950> mads the atatement that he had left the United States In 1929 and . 
did not return to this country until 1933* Upon being Interrogated again 
today before ^ same Grand Jury, Yago made the statement that he had 
been working continuously for the Nhlte Construction Coapany^ General 
Contraetora« 95 Madison Avenue, Mew York Ci^, beteeen 1926 and 1932. 

He also .testified that he remained in this country oontinuonsly during 
that period and admitted that he had testified falae^ eoncemlng this 
matter before the Grattd Jury on a pxwvious occasion. 





It ml|^t be noted that since September 11, 1950, a ecmplete 
physical survelUanee has been conducted and an invastlgatim has been 
made as to the activities of Yago. As a result of the Investigation, it 
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«M dstemloBd on the oTsnlng of Saptoabor 26 , 1950* throng interrioira 
vlth Tarious peraons at ttia Vhlte Conatrootlon Coapany la Mew York City 
tiiat the statement made by Vago before the Grand Jury aa to hia being oat of 
Ihe country from 1929 to 1933 was false In tIsw of the fact that he had 
been working continuously for that company during that asms period* Ihe 
results of the Inquiries made at the Whits Construction Ccmpany were 
fornlahed to Special laalatant to the Ittomsy General Thomas Donsgan 
thla morning prior to his interrogation of Vago before the Federal (^and 
Jury and. resulted in Vago's adnisslon of perjurious testimony before that 
body.U^ 

According to the New York Office* confidential adrlee has been 
received from Ur. Donsgam that the Federal Grand Jury has voted a True 
Bill against Vago on the basis of this perjury. He has Indicated that 
an Indietnent is presently being drawn and It Is contemplated that same 
will be officially returned on tomorrow's date. In connection with the 
preparation of this indictment* Ur. Donegan has mentioned that a second 
count ^y be added by reason of Vago's previous testimony that his wife* 
Claire Vago* had not accompanied him on this trip to Europe whereas today 
he testified that she did accompany him on a 30 ~day trip which he made 
to Europe in December* 1932.^^ 

For your infomation* Vago recently came to the attention of the 
Bureau in connection with the Gold ease by reason of his having been a 
partner of Abraham Brothman during the period that Brothman was engaged 
In furnishing information to Harry Gold for transmission to tiie Soviets. 

In Uay* 1947* when Brothman had received a subpoena to appear before the 
Federal Grand Jury in New Yorl^lty Gold stated that Brothman first told 
him in the presence of Uirla^oskowlts* Vago and several other members 
of his firm that he Intend^to tell the truth to the Federal Grand Jury. 
According to Gold* both he/ and Uoskovltz thereupon endeavored to dissuade 
Brothman from taking such action. (IOO- 365 O 4 O; Brothsian brief* page 13) 




I Later when Gold informed Brothman that he had received a Bed Star 

/ for his espionage efforts on behalf of the Soviets Brothman, according to 
I Gold* advised some of bis employees that he* Brothman* had received such 
I an award* In December, 1949, Vago Inquired of Gold whetiier it was true 
I that Brothman had received a Bed Star froa the Sovlete. Gold stated that 
he advlaed Vago on this occasion that at soma time the true story would 
come out. During this conversation with Vago, Vago made mention of the 
fact that Brothman had informed him that his* Brottman's, work for the 
Russians bad been worth the work of one or two brigades of men. With 
respect to this statement of Brothman's, Gold advlaed that he recalled 
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SoBsn Sameoor, a knoint Soviet espionage agents at the time of the Hotel 
LlAcoln aeetl^, advised Brothnan that his work vas equal to the efforts 
of one or teo brigades of aen* (100-365040; Brothman brief , page 14) 


Tago has been interviewed on several occasions and has denied 
any knowledge of Brothnan's and Gold's espionage activities* On the date 
of his last intarvisw be denied saking any of the statenents attributed 
to him by Gold and denied being present in the office of A* Brothnan and 
Associates when any discussion took place concerning Brothnan's intended 
testimony before the Federal Grand Jtafy* (Ibid, Brotlnan brief, page 22) 




Oscar John Vago vas bom in Budapest, Hungary, on February 27, 

1898* He came to the United States in 1924 and vas naturalised as s United 
States eitlaen in the Sonthem Bistriet of Hew Xork on September 29> 1938* 

He married Claire Veissman in Long Island City, Hew Tork, on Hay 31, 1928* 

Vago resided in Washington, 1^938 to June 26, 194l> during idiieb 

period he vas employed by the wfofal Buildingt Administration, the Procurement 
Division of Treasury Deparbeent and the War Beparbsent at Fort HTers, 
yirginia. mj 

While in Washington, D* C*, Fago vas a member of the Washington 
Bookshop, the Washington CcBimittee for Democratic Action and the American 
League for Peace and Democracy. (61-7582-1298) 

Yago moved back to Hew Tork City in 1941 and became a partner in 
A* Brothnan and Associates in August^ 1944* (65-588O5-II53) 

In May, 1944, Vago vas a member of the Executive Cosiaittes at 
Largo of the Bego Park Club of the CPA and[ in July, 1944» be vas elected 
to the Queexks County Council of the CPA* He vas listed as President of the 
TTylon Club, Ridgewood Section, Queens County Ccnnunist Party, in June, ) -7i) 
1949. (100-3-4-3938, page 5j 100-3-4-4498, page IS; 100-3-^4-6723, page VJ)\^ 

Vago resides with bis wife and 12 jear old son John Paul Vago 
at 66-07 99th Street, Bego Park, Hew Tork* .• 


bl 






¥ago at tile time of hla previous interviews has denied that 
he was engaged in any espionage activities. He hasj however^ not been 
interrogate d alnee_ thi 
infomation’ 



HECClOIENmTION 


The above is being furnished to you for your information as to 
the background and recent dewelopments in connection with this matter. 

It is reccDonended that at such time as the indictment is returned, Vago's 
arrest be made by Agents of the Bureau in order that they mig^t question 
him concerning his knowledge of or participation in espionage activities. 
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■NEW -YORK. Bept. J8.rfAP).F 
Hungftrlan-bom Oscar J«^^2aa£L-- 
52, of New York; flfiMrlbed as an 
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fessed mtoxn ipy for Russia, was. 
wrested to^y and charged with , 
perjury. The move wai in con- 
necUon with a fraud Juxr Invtfti- 
gallon of espionage. - ^ . I 

Vago was the lOth peraon ar- bi 
rested in connection with alleged v 
threats to America*! atom h^ip^ . 
security. . .... - m 

U. 8. attorney Irving Saypol ' 
said Vago was formerly a partner . " 
of Abraham Brothman. 3S*vear- i 
old Cliffwood (N.JJ chemical 
manufacturer. > 

^ Br othman and 
cowitz, 34, a principal stockhold- 
er In Brothman*! firm, are await* > 
Ing .trial on charges of oonipi- 
tmcy to obstruct Justice during 
Jury*! enjlonaiMiwRr 
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* Gold's former ^ss" -. '; 

Charged With Perjury 

>^;«Ew York! 8«^. m^(ap). 

fiungarian'bom Oscar -^Vago, . 
63> ,of New York, dmr^bed as an 
acquaintance of Ha^.GcOd, con- 
fessed atom spy for Russia, 
arrested today and charged with 
p^iury. Yhe move* in con- 
ation with a grand Jury Inresti-. 
jBtion of espionage. ^ ' tl 

^Vago was the 10th person ji> 
ssted ^ connection ifith aU^ d 
fnreats to itoerica*s a^om bo^ ib 
security. 

r U. B, attorney Irving Baypol. 
said Vago was foi^rly a partner 
iof Abraham Brothman. 30-yeai^ 
^d CUffwood (N.J,) OhfgnicaJ. 
manufactdier. ' - . ^ 

Brothman end Miriam Mock 
ffcowlts, 34. a principal itockhQl4r 
'er in Brothman’s firm, are awali’^ 
ing trial oh charges of conspi- 
racy to obstruct justice dur^ 
the grand Jury's espionage prm.. 
St^rpol said that when Vago.; 

J as Brothman's parser, ^OoM 
as employed by fee 'firm. Vaak 
as arrested by ftt aients Ik 
[az^ttan after azr indictmed t 
as handed up earner in fee daak 
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UNITED ST-i^xES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director* FBI 


DATE: October 2, 1950 




> « V*;' ■ 



Pltteburgh 

^ SUBJECT: OSCUl JOffl^AOO, 

SSFIOHlGE - B 


. :t . '..pBrporatien* JBevllie Island* PI tteborgh, I^«* edviaed on Septe^er 25* ^ . 

• ^ f '^9^* that the Oeaenatoae Corpora tidn haa draloiped a iMthod of prareMt^ 

l-dteel eeBatractlon.].V.'He .for thar_,ad'^.ed that hia’. 

- ■ eodi 


• >* 


•T*- - 

■ 


■'-r , 

ii ^ 


M' •' 


;. - 4 : I, , 

- ♦ 'rx ^ ^ 

- — J -2 ^ 


. •■. . 

I 




>■ 




:'f.. 


« . .‘«fe ■>* ’ 

-» . rr^' ■> . . . * *■ - 


eoepaiqr ie not working on azgr contracts that are 'vital to the Secorlij - 
of the Onited States ^ • 

Mr. ffliFFLU nade available a letter datedi Septetfwr ll* 19^0* addressed ' 
to the Ceaenatone Corporatiai fron the snbject* The letter read as 
follows s *Eindl7 send ns a eopgr of your analog of latept edition* : 

Thank joa*9 >the letter ^s signed OSGifi J7 TAQO* Tte return address on 
this letter was the sane as that set dut in retel* [][/()' ? - ^ '/ 

■•: -‘v---' • ’ R / D j 

Hr* (ffi/UTLZF Mde avallabie his answer to tte subject *e latter* This' ' 4* 
letter nas dated Septesber 21* 1950* and inforned the subject that a . '% ' 

brochure of the Gensnstone Corporation was being forwarded him* The 
letter pointed out that this biocfanre was the sane broehare aa was 
diatr&buted for the Cenenstone Corporation through Sweet's Catalog* 

The subject nas requested to adviae'\aa to what specif ieally he had in 
wind ceneeniing products of the Cenenstone Corporation so that the 
wganiution ni|^t be :Sf nor^ sersioe to hini V' " .v 

' "l ■* p - ’*... 1 ^" , X ~ ' ' * > ■ , ■ ' * ‘ ~ ~ t • A » k -= » ’A- ■ 

According to Mr* ilUttFFXIM*' the above nantic^d ^tter naa the only letter , 
from the shbjeet that ihe Oenenstehe. Corporation has reoaived* Ha stated ' 

that should ?AQ0 aver contact or correspond with the Canons tons Corporation 

in the fature he would adviae< the Pittsburgh Offioa* 

iwk ' ail INFOPVtTiON tOlTTAINED . 

<» 1 JL. _ 
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OSCAR JOHN VACO. VAS. ESP - R. INDICTMENT CHARGING VIOLATION 'OT 

— 

TITLE EIGHTEEN, SECTION ONE SIX TWO ONE, DS CODE, HANDED DOWN. THIS 

L‘’ ■ 

DATE AND BENCH WARRANT ISSUED. VAGO ARRESTED ONE FORTY FIVE PM 
TODAY ON STREE T AT EIGHTEEN EAST FORTY EIGHT ST* WHILE RETURNING TO 
WORK FROM lunch. BROUGHT IMMEDIATELY TO NYO BUT ASKED FOR ATTORNEY 


/ * 


VAGO PERMITTED TO CONTACT WORNEY* ADMITTED AT TIME OF FINGERPRINT- 
ING THAT HE USED NAME JOH>}^URAY AT WHITE CONSTRUCTION CO. FROM MINE- 
TEEM TWENTY SIX TO TWEtiMj^lGHT. ARRAIGNED BEFORE USC EDUARD 
MC DONALD, SDN Y, FOB PtO^E OF BAIL* »AIL SET AT FIFTY THOUSAN D 
DOLLAR S. HEARING. IN KDERAL DISTRICT COURT TO PLEA^ T6^^INDI(^m:NT 


HOLD ras 


tBOCTlPlIIB 
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Office lAemorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 
&DM 


SUBJECT: 


Director* FBI 


GUY HOTTEL* SAC, Washington Field 

OSCAR JOHN VAGO, va 
ESPIONAGE - R 
(Bufile 101-1988) 


^V 




DATE: October it, 1950 




/ 



Please be advised i^t the krmj G-2 files have 
a reference to the name OSCAR jO' VAGO, vhich £^pears on a 
list prepared by the F, B* I. containing names of the nnder- 
ground Soviet espionage organization (NKVD) in the agencies 
of the U* S* Government* The information ^appears in the 
G-2 files in the formW a^ source of inf prInati■on^ sheet which 
contains the name of VAGO, 'aSlilfenttoned -above* - 'Additional 
information concerning VAGO -was not in the G-2 files with 
respect to the NKVD* 

. V 

The G-2 files also contain a letter from the ' 
Bureau dated September 20, 19Ul, directed to Brigadier 
General SHERKAN MIXES, G-2, informing that the Bureau had 
received the information from a h^hly confidential source 
to the effect that the name OSCAiAvAGO, said to be an enployee 
in the Quartermaster General's Office, War Department, bad 
appeared in the active indices of the Washington Cominittee 
for Democratic Action and in the indices of the American 
League for Peace and Democracy* 

The Bureau is requested to check its files for 
any Information Indicating OSCAR J* VAGO is or was a member 
of the NKVD* , — 
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SAC, SASEIKGTOS FIELD 


October 10, 1950 
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Y' .^Vy: ,.V’ ..' r tc'.jrour letter .oT .t)etober 4,. 1950, ' 
y;'-:.^''; ;' i&leh't«ts 2brt^''’tb* resultf eie^ ^y/ouf effioe of y':'-.!:1 

'■-,'■■■» v,;'~-v'- ■ '--’ -4**^ ^9 -.fll** '^^,Vefwf«®®« ^ 0*o»f .i^.* 'Y**®*. r ' 'Y.-'-v-Y • ' Yu-.y 

■ ■ * ' ,f' '.’’’•' "■ ■ ' • '■ ■ - ^ " ■'•' i'. ■ ' .•' ‘■r' ■'Y.'- ' .-■‘■.!r. '"J ■■ "' ' .-*- , 

..’';..r'V:- ' It Is^ ttoted that you state tnVour conagilcatlbB that 

'■v.l" the 6^2 fllea reflected that 7a£0*a name appeared on aliiet of , 
:.y>Y.-: of the UDderground Soviet eaplonage organiaatioii (BKVD) . ; 

' ; : y ' the ageooiea of ^e tJaited States OoTcrDEieiat* , Tou requested Y ' 

- , that a ^eoh be aade of this Bureau fll^ for the baela ef 

.IY;v-‘v '‘v- . j-' ihfomatloa aippearlog at ,fi-2 IndioatlBg that Yago is oar eee' _ 

’-'t- a »oa^r of the ■£?!>•■■", yy ’ ‘ ^ - 

iX. 'Da 'the' basis ^'tbe iafbinMtioo' appearliig 
ocBBuoioation, a ohec)c has been cade of the file in the ease 
entitled "Bathan Gregory Silveraeater, eas. at al. Espionage - 
«!iich iovestli^atlon, as you are aaare. eovers the activities of 
r. ’. ;. .various peraaos aesooiatod. ad th. United States, povanment agencies . 
y r^f .eiho sere izailoated as bel&c assoolated with the underground Soviet 

y> ' ': j . espionage organisation (l£VD)» froa a review of this file, it ie .' 

t -' y ' ‘ ‘ noted that on Baroh 7,, 1044. a eo]^ of the eusnary aaBoraadum 

‘ f dated rebruary SI, 1944, and entitled "Underground Soviet Espionage ^ 

' Organisation (UVD) In Ageneies of the United States Covemaoat,* V 
iv.'" ^ *sa fhmiahed to Aeslatant Chief of Staff, VCr^ Ehile the r ^ 

! Dane of Tago does net appear in thie susBsry ae one of iAiti principal 

subjects. It is noted that on page 146 thereof, his naoe is reflected 
tliereln as e nsaber of the Ocnsaml at Farty in Queens, Bew York City, 

1 -t " and a partner in the flm of A, Erothoan and Aaeooiateam I^ls 

bonaiderad ji^e list of naaos appearing in 0-2^flle^ sBl^ 
contained th&naae of Oscar J» Tago, aes nndcabbe<fly_ prfeaend by *v 

li^nis^on appeaiihg'Gil^^pa^^tiaate 'j 
^i^fBrdnced letter* it-viss noted that. ss sne shed 

':<’-Y^to Bureau letter 'dated ’6ert»ber 20, I64l«~..v' 

^ .^ (101-1988-1) ■ ■' ■•:"' ■: - 
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ALL INfOR'-MTO'’ rn«TAII^ Mr. xmu. 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, VAS., ESP. R. RE NY TEL SEPT. TWEN^YNINE LA^"^ 
GOLD IN INTERVIEW CONDUCTED TODAY FURNISHED FOLLOWING SIGNED STATE 
M^NT RE HIS KNOWLEDGE AND ASSOCIATIONS WITH VAGO - QUOTE, I, HARRY 


'GOLD, MAKE THE FOLLOWING VOLUNTARY STATEMENT TO ROBERT G. JENSEN 
' ■ 

AND RALPH J. T. CARTER, JR., WHO HAVE IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES TO 


I 




ME AS SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. n 6V 
THREATS OR PROMISES IMVE BEEN MADE TO ME AND I KNOW THAT ANY Cy * 
STATEMENT I MAKE CAN ^lE USED AGAINST ME IN A COURT OF LAW. § 

I HAVE BEEN ADVISED OF MY RIGHT OF COUNSEL AND I KNOW THAT I DO NOtT- 

'c> 

HAVE TO MAKE ANY STATEMENT AT ALL. I FIRST HEARD OF OSCAR JOHN 

- - - C; 

VAGO IN N INETEEN FORTYTHREE FROM ABRAHAM^ROTHMAN, WHO WAS AT T HAT j4 
TIME FURNISHING ME WITH TECHNICAL INFORMATION FOR TRANSMITTAL TO B 
THE SOVIET UNION. bI^THMAN AT THIS TIME WANTED ME TO GET TTMCIAL » 
ASSISTANCE FOR HIM FROM SEMEN M.VsEMENOV SO THAT HE, BROTHMAN, 

COULD HIRE OSCAR JOHN VAGO AND JACKj^ILLER. VAGO AND HILLER ^ ^ 

WERE TO WORK FOR HENR^GOLWYNNE OR RATHES* THE ^HEMURGY DESi dN CORP. 
BROTHMAN WAS A PARTNER WITH ArA WEBER AND HENRY GOLWYNNE IN THIS FIRM. 

\ ’ V vJ ' ^ 

SEMENOV WAS MY RUSSIAN ESPIONAGE SUPERIOR AT- THIS TIME. I INFORMED 

> J ' 

HIM OF BROTHMAN-S REQUEST WHICH HE REJECTED RATHER VIOLENTLY. <-o 

I “if— ^ 

V4gO a nd miller had BEEN DES^IBED, BY BROIKMj VJQ ME AS SINCERE _ 
END PG ONE • i> 1, 
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pg'two . 

— i 

AND CONVINCED C OMMUNISTS WHO COULD FORM THE NUCLEUS OF A LATER 
DEVELOPMENT OF _A.\ ^ROTHMAN ORGANIZATION. THIS ORGANIZATION TO 

"■ -- -i- I. ■— .1 I ■ — i- 11., -IK.- 

PRODUCE AND DESIGN CHEMICAL PROCESSES FOR THE SOVIET UNION. 

THIS VENTURE OF BROTHMAN-S WAS ALL TO BE BACKED BY AMTORG OR 
RUSSIAN MONEY. I FIRST MET VAGO IN MAY OF NINETEEN FORTYSIX ON 
THE MORNING I CAME TO WORK FOR A. ROTHMAN ASSOCIATES. HE WAS A 
PARTNER IN THIS FIRM AND WAS ALSO A DESIGN ENGINEER AND THE CHIEF 
DRAFTSMAN. MANY TIMES IN THE ENSUING MONTHS, VAGO WOULD SPEND 
A GREAT DEAL OF TIME IN THE OFFICE ON THIRTYSECOND STREET IN ^ 
DISCUSSING SUCH MATTERS AS WHAT HAD GONE IN HIS> OWN PARTICULAR 
•COMMUNIST PARTY CLUB" THE NIGHT BEFORE. HE WOULD ALSO DWELL ^ 

AT SOME LENGTH ON. NEWS ITEMS AND EDITORIALS IN THE NEW YORK HERALD 
TRIBUNE AND WOULD EXPOSTULATE ABOUT THE PERFIDY OF THE CAPITALIST 
PRESS IN GENERAL. LATER WHEN THE DESIGN OFFICES HAD BEEN MOVED TO 
THE CHATHAM - PHENIX BUILDING IN LONG ISLAND CITY, ON ONE OCCASION 
BROTHMAN BECAME UPSET FOR WE WERE DELAYED IN COMPLETING A REPORT 
FOR THE METTUR CHEMICAL COMPANY OF INDIA, BECAUSE OSCAITVAGO 
WAS AT THAT VERY MOMENT BUSY SELLING A SPECIAL EDITION OF THE 
DAILY WORKER IN QUEENS PLAZA. ON AT LEAST ONE OTHER OCCASION, 

VAGO TOLD ME OF HAVING SOLD THE DAILY WORKER IN BOTH HIS HOME 
NEIGHBORHOOD RE 60 PARK AND NEARBY QUEENS VILLAGE. SOMETIME IN 
THE SPRING OF NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT, A MIMEOGRAPHED SERIES OF PAMPHLETS 
CRITICISING THE POLICIES OF THE NATIONAL LEADERS OF THE AMERICAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY CAME OUT. THESE PAMPHLETS WERE ISSUED BY 
END PG TWO 


fiJiREE 


0 


m.? 


AN* INDIVIDUAL WHOSE NAME MAY HAVE BEEN "FRANKLIN". 


TO THE BEST 


OF MY KNOWLEDGE, THIS "FRANKLIN" BECAME A LEADER OF A FACTIONALIST 
GROUP IN HARLEM. ABRAHAM BROTHMAN WAS MUCH TAKEN WITH THE 
ARGUMENTS PRESENTED BY "FRANKLIN". HE AT ONE TIME ARGUED THESE 
POINTS BEFORE A COMMUNIST PARTY CLUB. IN CHELSEA, WHICH IS A SECTION 
OF MANHATTAN. A FEW DAYS LATER, WHILE I WAS. WORKING AT THE 

ELMHURST LABORATORIES OF A. BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES, VAGO CALLED AND 

1 

ASKED ME TO COME TO HIS HOME SOME TWO MILES DISTANT. WHILE AT 
THE VAGO RESIDENCE, OSCAR STATED HIS BELIEF THAT THE CHELSEA 
COMMUNISTS HAD BEEN PERFECTLY JUSTIFIED IN EJECTING BROTHMAN 
FROM THEIR MEETING. VAGO ADDED. THAT IN HIS OWN REGO PARK CLUB, 
BROTHMAN WOULD NOT HAVE SUCCEEDED IN EVEN GETTING A FEW WORDS OF 
CRITICISM OUT. IN LATE MAY OF NINETEEN FORTYEIGHT, BROTHMAN WENT 
TO SWITZERLAND TO SELL ONE OF THE FIRM-S PROCESSES TO THE 
LONZA COMPANY OF THAT COUNTRY. AFTER HE HAD LEFT, WE 
DISCOVERED THAT BROTHMAN WAS PLANNING TO DEPRIVE THE REST OF HIS 
ASSOCIATES FROM THEIR FAIR SHARE OF ANY FUTURE INCOME OF A. 

BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES. ON ONE EVENING IN THE WEEK FOLLOWING 
BROTHMAN-S DEPARTURE FOR SWITZERLAND, PHIlVlEVINE AND I WERE 
AT THE VAGO HOME DISCUSSING WHAT PROCEDURE WE SHOULD BEST FOLLOW 
TO INSURE THAT OUT INTERESTS IN A.\bROTHMAN COULD BE PROTECTED. 

AS WE WERE PREPARING TO LEAVE, I MENTIONED TH^ I WAS IN NO 
POSITION TO BE TOO HARSH WITH BROTHMAN. VAGO THEN ADDED, 

THAT HE TOO DID MOT WISH TO UNDERGO ANY SCRUTINY BY THE FBI 
INASMUCH AS THERE WAS AN IRREGULARITY INVOLVED IN HIS LEAVING THE 
UNITED STATES FOR HUNGARY AFTER HIS FIRST STAY IN AMERICA. 


END PG THREE 


PC FOUR 



HE flABORATED OnThI^NLY TO THE EXTENT THAl-*».fXLE THE 
AUtHORITIES THOUGHT OR BELIEVED HE HAD ACTUALLY LEFT FOR HUNGARY, 

HE WAS IN REALITY STlCf* IN THE UNITED STATES. PHIL LEVINE 

C- C 

WHO WAS PRESENT DURING THIS, ENTIRE 'CONVERSATION WAS A CO-WORKER OF 

■ * * -f* ^ 

VAGO AND MINE. AT ABRAHAM BROTHMAN ASSOCIATES. THE NEXT TIME THIS 
MATTER OF IRREGULARITIES IN CONNECTION WITH VAGOS ENTRY INTO THE 
UNITED STATES CAME UP WAS IN DECEMBER OF NINETEEN FORTYNINE. I WAS 



r> 

^ L, 


IN NEW YORK CITY ON A VISIT TO THE NATIONAL EXPOSITION OF 
CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES AT THE GRAND CENTRAL PALACE. AT FIVE THIRTY 

OR SIX PM ON THE EVENING OF THE FIRST FRIDAY IN DEC. NINETEEN 

1 

FORTYNINE, I CALLED VAGO JUST TO SAY HELLO, BUT OSCAR INSISTED 1 

Ar Tffe 

COME OVER TO HIS HOUSE FOR DINNER AND A TALK. jaMMMW OF 
« 

SEVERAL HOURS OF CONVERSATION, VAGO AGAIN MENTIONED HIS FEAR OF AN 

0 

INVESTIGATION CONCERNING THE IRREGULARITIES OF HIS MOVEMENTS 
IN AND OUT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN THE LATE 
TWENTIES OR EARLY THIRTIES. THIS WAS THE LAST TIME THAT I SAW OR 
HEARD FROM OSCAR JOHN VAGO.\ THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT I, HARRY GOLD, 
HAVE READ THE ABOVE STATEMENT CONSISTING OF THIS AND FOUR OTHER 
PAGES. I HAVE PLACED MY INITIALS AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PRECEDING 

I 

FOUR PAGES SIGNIFYING THAT I HAVE READ THOSE PAGES. I HAVE ALSO 
PLACED MY INITIALS AT THE .CORRECTIONS INDICATED ON PAGE TWO AND 
AGAIN ON PAGE FOUR. THE INFORMATION THAT I HAVE FURNISHED ABOVE IS 
TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. UNQUOTE. 

PHILA. CURRENTLY PREPARING REPORT IN THIS MATTER. 

CORNELIUS 

END 
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Office Mem^/andum 


• UNITED ST&ES GOVERNMENT 


TO I DIHBCTOR, FBI 

I GDI HOTTBL, SIC, WISHINGTOH FIELD CCTICE 

/; / SUBJECT; OSCAH JOffiTVAGO, VE 

y ‘espionage - S 

r Bufile 101-1988 


DATE: OetobEr 6, 1950 


Transmitted herewith for inclusion Agr the Hew York file on 
Instant matter are two photographs of CLAIBE^AGO and three photographs 
of OSCAR JC9N VAQO obtained from the files the iHdgratlon and 
Naturalization Service. The photographs of CLAIRE VAGO were taken in 
1925 and 1931* The photographs of OSCAR JOHN VAGO were taken in 1932, 
1933, and 1938. 
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OSCAR JOHN VACO, WAS., ESP - R. VAGO-S HEARING TO PLEAD TO INDICT- 
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Office lAemorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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Ifr. Bsnnrieh 
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TIbs of eaU 4t50 P.M. 


DATBs Sspteober 29, 1950 
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OSCAR JQHN'TAOO 
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fodaj Superrlsor W* A* Branl^ui took a call fros Mr* Edtuard 
PsrsoDQol Offleor of the Hoasing and Hbae Ilaaneo Aganej, 

(code 183, •ztension 2451). Rr* Ifetjcy stated that ness releases ea the ***? — ^ 

appreheoslon of Yago Indicate that he la a fonier eaployee of the 
Federal Housing idsdnlstra tlon . Vr. lieej adTlsed that the reeards of the 
PHA disclosed that Vago vas never eBple;ed by that Agency. Ifr. Ifecy lnqui:ee|jL ^ 
ae to the basis for the stateMnt, reportedOy appearing in the newspaper^ 
etatlng that it ms possible Vago vas employed by a local housing ad]nini6tra|Boe 

After cheeking erlth llr. John McOoire and the Records Section, Ifr.'vV. 
Ifetcy was telephoniealiy advised that the Bureau had issued no press release^ 
and had furnished no l^ormation to the press concerning Vago. He was advlMi 
that we had received infomation that Mr. Trsripg the Uhited States v •' 

Attorney ftom Ihe Southern District of Mew Tbrk.~had gl^n a itac ^ent 5& tifce 
V ago arrest to tne press. IIP. IIAdir incHcated latiafaclilon with the Bureau^ ^ 
reply and also indicated that he would probably check with Mr. Saypol for the 
basis of the . statements that appeared in the press. 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS, ESP-R. BE PHI LA TEL SEPT. FOURTEEN LAST 


0, y 
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CAPTIONED HARR^OLD, WAS, ESP-R. PHILA REOUESTED TO OBTAIN SIGNED 
STATEMENT FROM GOLD SETTING OUT DETAILS OF INTERVIEW CONCERNING 
VAGO, ESPICIALLY PERTAINING TO CP MEMBERSHIP. FOR INFO PHILA, VAGO 
ENTERED US IN NINETEEN TWENTYFIVE AS STUDENT AND REMAINED ILLEGALLY 
UNTIL UTE NINETEEN THIRTYTWO. AT THAT TIME RETURNED TO HUNGARY 
FOR THREE WEEKS VISIT AND REENTERED US ON JAN. TWELVE, NINETEEN 
THIRTYTHREE. ASCERTAIN IF 60LD-S RECOLLECTION REFRESHED BY ABOVE 
DETAILS RE "IRREGULARITY* MENTIONED IN BETEL. PHILA ALSO REQUESTED TO 


SUBMIT REFT IMMED IN VAGO CASE CONCERNING INTERVIEW WITH GOLD. 
PREPARATION OF PROSECUTIVE SUMMARY RPT CONTEMPLATED IN NYO. UACB 




INFO REFLECTING VAGO-S CP MEMBERSHIP AND OTHER CP CONNECTIONS OBTAINED 


FROM Cl ND THREE ZERO ONE WILL NOT BE INCLUDED IN PROSECUTIVE SUMMARY 

• .,-w- y ^ 
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OSCAR JOHN VACO, VAS, ESPIONACE - R. HEARING TO PLEAS TO INDICTMENT 
POSTPONED TODAY TO OCTOBER TEN NEXT IN ORDER TO GIVE VAGO OPPORTUNITY 

TO SECURE ATTORNEY. MRS. JAMES C. LEWIS, TWO TWO EAST SEVENTY- 

« 

THIRD STREET, NYC, OF UNKNOWN RELIABILITY, HAS ADVISED THAT NEWSPAPER 
PHOTOS OF VAGO REMIND HER ONE VAG^ILHELM, A COMMISSAR IN THE COMM- 
UNIST GOVERNMENT OF BELA KUN IN HUNGARY IN NINETEEN NINETEEN, WHO 
WAS THEM IN HIS LATE TWENTIES. SHE KNEW THE LATTER ONLY THROUGH 
NEWSPAPER PHOTOS, BUT STATES THAT VAGO STRONGLY RESEMBLES HIM. ADVISED 
THAT ONE OSCAR JASZI, A PROFESSOR AT OBERLIN COLLEGE, OBERLJIN, 

OHIO, WAS MINISTER OF INTERIOR IN THE GOVERNMENT PRECEDING THE KUN 
REGIME AND PROBABLY KNEW VAGO WILHELM. CLEVELAND REOUESTED TO 
INTERVIEW JASZI. RE NY LETTER TO BUREAU SEPTEMBER TWENTY LAST FOR 


PHOTO AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE 0SCAR-VA60 
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A plwtefpaph of Sobjaet ms ohoM to tbrts LMJIs APFLEMAI, 
Exacutlra Soerataiy of tha Gonarail Sosa Hospital, Danvor, for posslbla 
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as an Indialdiial ha has arar nnt in oontast with* 

sue. 
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Mr. AwnMia advlMd that the lataat eofgr of their eatalogne 
me eeat to noo and ttat it would he aent te anjaoe raqiuestiBg the ease* 
atated It did aet eentala xaatrletad er cewflflen t l a ) lafecmtlaa. 


Mr. C. I* nOMFBOMf la charft af 'ttie Chaeat XUe DlTteloa^ 
Sraacon uharatarlea» Batcoltf MtchlfMi^ advlaad that they ^Nca ta receipt 
af a latter dated SapteMbar l 8 » atatlag aa fellewa: 4 ; 
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*Oaear y. Vago, ?4B. 

6607 9^ Street 
BegD Sark 

Loag lalandj lav Tertf ' 


... Mr. fBCMPSOl adviaad that Mieir eatalogae vaa eeat te Ida 

aad It did aet ceatalw reatrteted er lafocBatlen. atated 

that ttda catalogue vaa eeat to azqruae vtao reguMted It. 


Mr. lABOZi) MUia, Sraaldaat, Brlekcrete daaoelatea, Xae., 
k669 Sooth MrUim, Oraad Beplda, Michigan, hlTlaed 8d SOBDtl DOUTD COOPffi 
that they had received a latter ca Sapteiher 21, 1$$0, from OBCAB J. VIOO : 
at €6oj 99 th Street, lege Park, Leag lalaad, lev Tcrk, vhleh atated aa fell ^ 



*X vonld agfreclate te receive a eegy cf your 
literature for eaglaeera end erehltecta. 
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Hr. iHTjjtR adrlaed that aa the auae data a faca letter 


aad too hoekleta vara eeat to the Subject end that theae did net ceataln re- 
atrlcted Infeonaatlooo 

> - ' Mr. SdU V. BUMS aad Mr. B. L. PBiZZEB, Xadoatrlal Bo- 

latlona Officer, Detroit Steel froducta Coagpeny, 2^0 Beat Qnutd Boulevard, 
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& 


UNITED STi. fES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 10 / 6/50 




^ rv SUBJECT: OSCAR J(«N VAGO. wa ^ 

\ ItSPIOBiifli: - R ■ 

Be New Toik letter 9/20/50* 

On \0/2/yit a photograph of the subject was shotm to THOMAS L* 
who at first said he did not recognise the person shown* 
wjing was then asked whether he recognised the photograph aa that 
of anyone connected with AHEAHAl^dfltOTHHAN* After further study, 
BLACK said he believed the picture to be of **0SCAE! the mechanical . 
engineer and draftsman* ** BLACK remarked that the photograph showed 
OSCAR as having considerably less hair that BLACK recalled. BLACK 
has not seen OSCAR since 1945 oz* 1946* 

BLACK said that he recalled having seen OSCAR on two oceaalmis. 

The first time was at HBOTHMAN*b office in New Tork when be went 
there with GOLD and BROTHMAN, and saw a man, who was casually in- 
troduced to him, sitting at a drawing board* On the second ocoaslon, 
he saw the same man in BROTHMAN's laboratoxy in Long Island City* 




BLACK said that he never had any direct conversation with VJpO, r 
end that what he knew about him he had learned from HARBS^d^J), 
iriio described VAGO as an excellent draftsman who was a derated wozker 
for BBOTHMAN* GOLD told BLACK that VAGO was having family trouble as 
the resxilt of the long time he worked for EROTUMAN without pay* Dur- 
ing thie period VAGO was dependmt on his wife*8 relatives for 
support* 

BLACK knew nothing about VAG0*8 possible CP membership except that 
he aaid it was his own observation, with nothing to suppoirt it except 
remarks made during his visits to BSOTHMAN*s office and laboratory, 
that anybo<)y who worked for BROTHMAN was at least a CCRIMCNIST PARTI 
Bfynpsthizar* In support of tMa idea BLACK aaid that BROTHMAN once 
told him that he had hired a man who held a Ph* D* in chemistiy 
and idio had formerly worked for the Hoflbian-LaRoche Conpai^y* htacic 
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Dlrttctorj FBI 


.d not know the name of this chemist but said that he was a tall 
>hin nan. BROTHMAN was dissatisfied with the work done by this 
chemist and discharged him, claiming that his work was poor, his 
iferences trom Hofflnan-LaSoche had been bad, and that he was a 
tomosesoial. It was BLACK*s understanding that following the dis- 
charge, the COMMUNIST PARTI interr^ed on behalf of the cheodst 
id foirced BEOTHHAM to pay the chaaist $600 back wages* This oe- 
’ed about 1945 or 1946 * 
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SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 




Details: 


tS 


. .. PSnXIP ZtisvxilE adnltted .knoidjig Subject liiile both >were, 
' eoployed .1^ Abraham Brothman and Asaoclatea^ New lork 
. City, between September, 1947 a^d July, 194l« USVINE 
' avers that he never knew or suspected VAGO of being a 
member or associated in any manner with the Comisunist 
Party, USA, prede cess or organizations or affiliated 
0 organizations* LtHVlNE states he never, saw TAGO in ' ' 
possession of any issue of the DAILY 'WORKER. Sometime 
5,. in the Spring of 194R, and whUe ASRAHAH BROIHIIAN was ; 

"in.Sidtzerland, LK^NE, VAGO, and HARRY GOLD met at 
. :VAGp*e apartment in Forest Hills, New York City to ' . 
discu ss their future .business association with BROTHHAK« 
' LETINE denies that he has any recollection of VAGO's 
]/ having admitted at that time that he had been an illegal 
entrant into the United States or had violated any other 
Federal law* Baaed upon asaociation with GOLD and 
VAGO, XiETXIlE) would testify that GQLD*s reputation for 
truth and veracity was bsttsr than VAGO's slthough he 
dees net know of any specifio instance idiereln VAGO ■ 

• ,,told a.lls*. 5 . w 

'•■•'I ,i\ U*”' 
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oDETAXLS: - ^ PHlLLIiuEVINE resides at 6? Psrxy Street, Brookline, 

' '.Massachusetts. He is employed as a physicist and 
' hhemlst -at the Children's Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, 
I£VINE on ,an .earlier oooasion had stated he was employed 
[ES SESTBOYBB by Abrahei^ Brottaman Associates of New loric City from 

46 6 " MAH 9 , 196* *' >,■/. ^ 4'. 
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approxiaato ly S epteml^r 1, 1947 to June 30 or Jul 7 1, 1946* Vhile so 
smployedj LBIVINE said he resided at >^6-53 Foriy-rourth Street^ Voodsldej 
„ifey Twk City* A fellov tenant abXhis address and for whom LEVXNE 
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1£V£NE jdeclared he had nieTar )mdtm or .suspected TAQQ of /bei^ a Bmber<;,.^^ :Jl^ . 
of thO JConnuidst ?aii|y« tiSA, ,of ^'its .i^edece 086 r .o^£a 24 .satlbiii 8 ^^^ 
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Aasoelates he had obsei^ed the DAILY W3BEEE, an. East Coast Comnunlst 
publication^ to be lying Around bn dedks or tables In the Brothnan 
' ^ laboratories# .^ MTIHE states that at time did he ever ^ ^ ^ 

^ / aee oir he^ of yACO possessing or reading ’a sinks' obiqK- of the DAILY Uf 

; ■ ^ related that ln"the Sprlhg of 194^ he 'SujjpieioM mf tfilf ^ - 

'moral Integrity and financial stand ing of. the Brothmu fizB« .\Vhile 

8U8picl«j8,-LB7IHE had an Opportunity to ^ 

tiously review BROTHMAN^s business records during the latter's absence* 

SIOTHMAN at the mooient was in Swit zerl and atteaq^ting* so he had told 
LEVmB, to negotiate contracts. LEVINE would not reveal specifically 

idiat he had learned from the exanil aation. of BEOTKNAN' s. files* Jbut 

did state that he reached the conclusion as a result .thereof that - \ ‘ 

■EROTHMAN was a £raud— wasn't a good engineer and wasn't a good chemist.* 

LEVINE stated that the document examination convinced him that there “ ' 

WM no Lope of ‘financial success for thb EBOIHHAN entexprlBb* ; 

‘ i. V.’ ‘ V ' ' 1 7* ’ 1 -,4- 

' - As a. result of the foregoing incldeiit*"XtsVlilB asserted he B^dO' hrrapge*-’ 

aents to meet with HABRI GOLD and OSC^ VAGO shortly therea fter. The 
aeeting occurred on a Spring evening at VAGO's apartment. LEVINE stated 
- that he could not fix the date of the meeting* not even as to the 

month* but that he knew it occurred ihlle B&OTHMAN was still In Switzer^ 
land* UVINE could not rocall VAGO's precise address at that time hut 
does .remember that VAGO's apartment .bn the occasion of the described 

^ulevard and In a building 
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throughout the meeting. He has a din recollection that Hrs* VAGO was 
present for at least part of the tine. LEVINE is insistent that the 
only natters discussed were BROTHHAN's ability as an engineer and the- 

J^ationshlp. between .KlOinMAN .and the ;bh]['ee. .Qanis(i individuals. 

7^^ jbla:^_ -toiweraations ; mr e'^lconelu^d ' he'.had 

irAGO^'ind^<^il) jthat;HROTHi^ •a ^and® f^'that a -decision;/ 

' rV' - '’ii®s^ai^ved at ^Hhereby .dll'^ihree^ jntended t^ ittsassociate ^h*MplWs' ArV-y^'-' * 

from the ERDTHMAN fiiiiu 
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; j: • , I*?7INE, after consiCdorable x^flectlmi, stated that he h^ absolutely ne 

whatsoever . of VAGO having hade any nention ttut he^ VAGO, 

' 'm any time an illegal entrant into ,the Hnited States* . !t£VISB . .>: ! 

; fnfther asserted he has absolutely ho memory of VAGO ever having admitted 
or indicated in vaiy at any time that he, VAGO, bad ever violated any 
law* 
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XiETINE stated he would be, willing, oh the basis o|'. the association ^ 
described above to testl^ that the reputation of HA^Y GOLD for truth 
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.. and veracity at that, time was. gebd* 

t£VINE stated he would not ha willing to so readily testify to the 
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reputation for txmth and veracity possessed by the Subject during the 
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same peidod. LEVINE said he knew of no specific instance wherein VAGO " — 
had lied* LEVINE declared that VAGO, in the initial days of LEVINE 's 
association with the BROTHHAN fim, had -made several representations to 
LEVINE concerning BROTHMAN's abilities and financial status which 
^timately proved to be false* XJEVINE suspects, but he a(hd.ts he has - 
no basis in fact for these suspicions, that VAGO knew or could have known 
./ that the representations he made to LEVINE eoncezning BROXHHAH were false* 
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I£yiil£ on the' iopeasloii of 4his ^ez^ew ms aioro reu^d than on Jone 
^ .7, 1950 .T*«n l^erviewd cbhcarni^ HARE! GOLD* .^Ho continued' to eo^bit , 

: , n ladk.of belief In the truth of published stofles concerning hie 

fomer essociatee wd Rushan espionage actirities, that ia^ the published 
stories concerning AERAHAinHSZ&THMAK and NISIA1MIOSKOWITZ| and the instant 
, Subieiet* UEVINE eonbinuedroo exhibit an attitude of coldness^ euepicion, 
and relu^ance to respond to the questions, of interviewing agents* 
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On October 5> 1950 I£7INB in response to a specific question categorically 
denied that ho ever:;Jbeen a neaber of the Canmninist Party or any qf : . . 
its predecessor or affiliated organlzatldns«^-. >. •is'' ' ' c " «.' r V 
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i short signed statement edth refermce to LEVIHB' s dehial of (l) hny . 
knowledge that 7AG0 was associated ^th the Communist movement, (2) any 
' j knowledge of VAiGO's ever having possessed the DAfflf liTORKER and (3) any . , ^ ^ 

knowledge of VAG0‘s ever haiHng acbiltted illegal %ntry, was taken the - 
intez^ewing agents and has been incorporated as an exhibit in the 
Boston file In this case* 
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REFERENCE: " Teletype from Hew fork dated October 4;' 1950 . ^ ^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT: 


<;o‘» 


(y 


i>. lAdd 


PEOM I jsr, B*1 


OSCAR JOm TAGO 
ESPIOSAGS - R 


DATE: September 26, 1950 




mojr 


Supervisor Granville called from Mew York » 
at IBtOS P, U, He advised that a bench warrant 
had Just been issued bu Judge John C» Knox of the ^ 

Southern District o f Mew York baaed uvon an ^ 

indictment charging Vago with unlawfully com ^ittinQ Cj 

perjury bifOTB thb Gfllnd_jJiru si tting in the United Q 

States district Court for the Southern District of New ^ 

IbTk 6h September ad, l9S0, in violation of Title 13, 
Section 1621, U. S» Code, Granville advised that 
a gents were being dispatched to arrest Vaoo , He will 
be brought into the office, photographed and fingerprinted 
and will be interviewed regarding his espionage 
implications. An attempt will be made to obtain a waiver 
of search for his home. 

There is attached a copy of the indictment 
which was dictated by Granville on the telephone. The 
New York Office was instructed to keep the Bureau advised 
of the developments. 
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INDICTMENT 


In the District Court of the United States for the Southern 
District of New YorK. The United States of America versus 
Oscar John Yago» 

The Grand Jury charges: 

!• On or about September SOj 1950, at the Southern 
District of New Torh, and within the Jurisdiction of this 
court, Oscar John 7ago, the defendant, herein having duly 
taken an oath before a competent tribunal, to which the Grand 
Jurors of the U» S» of America duly enpaneled and ensworn 
in the United States District Court for the Southern District 
of New York, then inquiring for that District in the case there 
and pending before said Grand Jurors in which a law of the 
United States authorises an oath to be administered, that he 
would testify truly, did unlawfully, knowingly and willfully 
and contrary to said oath take material matter which he did 
not believe to be true, that is to say* 

B* That, at the time and place of aforesaid the said 
Grand Jurors, inquiring as aforesaid, were conducting investi- 
gation entitled United States versus John Doe, pertaining to 
possible violation of espionage laws of the United States, and 
any other Federal criminal statute, and it was material to said 
inquiry to ascertain the period of time the defendant had been 
in the United States and the identity of persons who accompanied 
him when he departed from or arrived in the United States and 
the identities of all persons with whom he associated while in 
the United States or elsewhere* 


3* That, at the time and place of aforesaid time 
defendant, Oscar John Yago, duly appearing as a witness 
before said Grand Jurors and then and there being under oath 
as aforesaid testified falsely before said Grand Jurors with 
respect to the aforesaid material made as follows: 


*Q* Save you made any trips outside of the United States 
since your arrival hereP* 

*A* Yea, I made one trip to visit my family** 
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Q, "In Bungary?" 

I, "Tea, * 

Q. "What date?" 

A* "I returned to this country in January , 1933," 

Q, "Tou left when?" 

A, "I left in 1939," 

Q, "And you returned in 1933?" 

A, "Tea, " 

Q, "Tou were away approximately four year a?" 

A, "Something like that," 

Q, "Bid your wife go with you?" 

A, "No, She came, later, " 

Q, "When you went back to Sunary your wife did not 

accompany you, ia that right?" 

A, "No, She did not, " 

Q, "So then you were in Hungary from 1929 to 1938 alone?" 

A, "Tea," 

Q, "Tou went to Hungary ,,,,,, and I think you aaid it 
waa 1 929, 

A. "Tea, 1989, " 

That the aforeaaid teatimony of the defendant, aa they did 
and they well know and believe, waa untrue in that the defendant 
waa in the United Statea during the period from the time of 1989 
until on or about December 81, 1932, and hia wife accompanied 
him when he went to Hungary in 1988, (Title 18, Section 1681, 
U,S, Code) 
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WNOPsisoPFAcra: fkoU «f OBC^ JOEl TAQO «llilblt6d to HIBSfSUn 

L ad k* adrlMd k» did act kaov this ijidlTicaal* 
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mSE AJnOKMBAOBAllS, lAo la tt oslatat mfMMr 

' of ioaral 'Stadia, Uklonity of Mliiotota, limapeHo, 
Bloooota, «ad lAo raida at k(Q^ I^Bdalo atom Sootk, 
■lanapoUo, ■laooota, «m ohoa a.ykotogr^ph of O0CAB 
XBM TASO oad odTlood Utmit Iw did at raoiPlM ifehio 
ladlTldol or iMd ke oror koard aajikiaf eoaozniac kia. 

It ^ aotad that CBiTIBARD ka adalttad kalag iRfolTod la 
a ati-Vaai aad SoTiot aaploBaga rlag la tka alddla 
1530*a* 
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PROPERTY OF FBI-THI8 COMFIOENTIAt REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE LOANED TO YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 

y * a a. avumtan mimtimo orriea Id — MflU- 

• 


1 






Vpl« Vllt # 6 ^^ 


s 

) 


WWH BK ; 1 ; Smt Irak Ivttra to Borooo iotod SoptraAor fO, 

- 'Ui ^ -'ll* . t " * ^ - 1. ■ ^ ^ .f - ^ .'■^* -- ^1- ^4 4» . _ ' ^ ^ _ 




r ^ Jl* “■ ^ ^ “'' ' “IF ~[r~ ." ''^!k ■*■" ' .-^ ^ '* '*' *‘J ^ ^ ^ ^'- — ■ ** ' * TT?** 

■•■' •■».» ^- - .— «■' . -_ . ‘ f • * a>f— ■ '*--^ I ■;» ^’ / ■- , i- ^ - *- ' — »•• -.*'^V *■»* > > * * 1 *- /j ■ .-■' '.- i ''W ^ ■ Sr* ... • / ^ ■ 

. .' U -..», . T - -* ‘*‘' --.i'ta ., - ^ -S-J'.- V^*-’ V ^■~_ ..... .1- wi. . -. .■• Vi .. -'r^ » ■ . ‘ V».L * ■ - . . ■' .*-» 

*. V*“/ -t' . *v '*.■ 5*^ .-C. ^»Ti ..3^ •I?-"?/’ 1** .'“ ' I . i. '*■' V -7-.^^'.- .. -.'T '> 1- . .. ,,; . V. 

- :t :>,- V..* : ..--V. •- ■■•?;•:■*• -f K .•■'■•• ,^ •. .. '•’■-•-■• -rs ,• 

•' 1 ' ■ /*■% ,* ■’ v-^v':.-* ^ ' _ .-H ^ * ri'* .» . ■*-■:"," ■'■'>-•;■.■*.' ? ^'•' ;/V. 1 .* ; . .•■■..■■ - . * ' 

■ ' ' ' '■<' ~* -v “■ . + '. ■ .►*-* ’ ' . .■'»r^. .r . , j' ',-\- r^^'w/r. .■ " *'►•■€ ■ *■■'-' .-. ■ - T . "f 5 t.'. ' ~, . 

* ' -'O'^ • » 1 "' T ■ . ■ .-■■>•■' - ' ’■- . * ' ■ -•:■* '4*’.' ■ ; ► .-"•s-r . t - ... ^ r'.'r, . . ■»• ■ ' . ^ '■ jt.v, . • i* - 

^ ' V ' "1,*^ *. .' " * ' ^ ■ ' ^ * * ^ “ '.^ ' *“ ^ . * \ "* *1 #'*■. i-i“ ^ ,.. • ... . .* , .. .. , i 

- .. J . . , , .„,, ./.i. ,::^^V.-V . > ■" ■ ; ■ . ;^: ‘-. >; ' .* -- • ■ 

r . ..»'»' < -it- l> "-,' * - r.V.^ i __^ .»,.... . , '- = <i _ V- 

<; ■ ■, , 1-^ ' ,■" - '■ “-• '; ,♦ *»-* -■■ ■ -'•*■; .. . /' >-■■. ' - ■ .c., ,^' *- f ' ’ r- ‘A, . .L' " - •• .** ' ' 

■'• ^ ... '>-■ -i. 1 .' '' ' ■>•'■ ' -■^•' '•* ''■■>' ^ ^ -'■- . '> 

■ ■'- • - ■ .. • '■'• - -- ; . ;■..•■ *■ --'.'.'-i ' ■ ' .■• • " .-. ; - •' - 

‘ - ' ,v-. ■ - y, . ^ .•H - , - ’"-"■* ij ■. ^ • — „ ■ -"i>'v. vr. .j' -■■‘'''=?. • '. . K. ' - 

" i---^. ' ' 1 . :r -■ :■ “' *.:^'- / ■: 'V 

"/ - j.'. ' ’ ■’ -^* ■'■ •'■ V .Jr.'"'‘~ v' * " ^ 7 *: ./* ' S; -■'■ ^'' •' X ■■'■ j.,V‘ ' 4 i'* ' ■- . ’'li -i- • 

U!^' ‘'.„.. '-'-’v .= ..'•■■• - ■ ^ „ - .J,,- yv . . ; ..v.-..; - 


■.i.1 1 • ‘ .-. .■**■»?"' -.■* 


IC > — • , i - "*‘,’ . . • ■ . V * V '• > « ■* 

^ '* '1*^. ^-r' - 

' - *<L'> AJ. Jfc-.' * fc . ^-OL ' ^w .-'.« ^ -f i / ii*! ~y«~ . 








r- 



iMlaUist AttoTM/ OtMnl 1 
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OSCAR rxx ^uso 
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Tobt tiiiDtleB it loiriVd to iiqr Mitorudia of toptootor .1 r« 1^9 
in ohloh foo «on ftonlabod vith oortoin InfenuUoB tcoMmlfif tbo tonVirniail 
aoilTlttot of Ooeor fdui Toco* io’poo ksoo, T«fo is fvtooBilj la too - 
Oostodp of too todtod Stotoo lartool ia Bnr ToiR Ciijr on too bools of sa . 
iadietoont aotunod bgr too Todorol (broad I 017 la too dootoora Distrlet wt 
Vov Took on Soptoobor 2950j obarglag hla vlto piolstiea of too Podoral - 
hurjorp Stototo* -f ' •_ -\v- : 

Ronp 0 ^, oeolbiood Sooiot ogoait aoo iatorrlomd oeaooniiaf ' 

Rofo oa Oeiobor tg l9S0g si idiiob tSao bo osoeotod too foUoolag T^uDtorp . . 
ototoBoat sotting forth lafoxBotion 00 to ooafomiioao wlto Togo oomralag . 
;too 3ottor*o.Caannist oetiTitloo ond bis foor of on lavootigation misb^ /. 
algbt bring to light oortoin irrogolorltloo 00 to bis aovoaonto la ood oat A : 
.of too' Qaitod Stotos. 7' r-- ■ 



PX, Ban^(told, aoks too fbUoalag Tolmtoiy ototoaoat to - 
lOtort G.‘ionson oad Ralph J« T» CvtttTg Jr«« oho hooo 
idontifiod tocoMlvoo to ao os Spoeiol Agonts of too Todorol 
Barooa of Xavootigotloo* To throoto or prcnlsos hovo booa 
aodo to BO oad I knew toot onjr ototoaont Z asks eon bo used 
ogolnot BO in a wvrt of loo* t hooo boon odrisod of aj 
rlc^t of ooonool ond I knoo toot X do not boro to aafeo taj 
ototoaont ot dll* ‘ 
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^ first boord of Oooor dton Togo in 190 fTca Abrdhai <V 
iretoBOB, too woo ot toot tiao famUbi^ as with toobntcol ' 
infomotion for Rronoolttol to too Sorlot (telea* Brotoasn 
ot this tlao i^tod ao to got finoaelol ooolotoneo for hla 
frea SoBon iMUooonM^se toot ho* Rrotoaon* ooold him Oooor 
feba Togo pad doejtVillor* Toge^td ViUor worn to 
^ Bgtos^rOolsTDBO or rotoor ttMi^^ddurgr tasign Co^^* 
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J^toooa \dos 0 portoor with AjpA^bor and Bdnzp Oolsyrsb la 
^ O Mhio flra* Boaonev woo ny gusoion oopionogo tu^rlsr ot to 

% iaforaod hla of Brotoaon*o mtoost* toioh hi^mjoirtdd 
wiolsntlp. Togo ond Hi^r hod, boon dtocrlhtd* br niv-^ r.^ 

u JSnn 

^tod-'|Moloto of o lotor domlStont of d* ^to^laon 
" ySgtoiodtioB* this orgonloorntf^^lfiikdeed oad dooiga /*' 
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N h — i < al prootttti tw fte Sorlat Qtaiiaii. fhli wntvrt of 

irctbattU tpu «ll . ip >• baektd i|f Mtorg at 
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wk for Ai.43rDthii«B iMooltifA* M «»■ «:pprtafr la Iftla 
fim aad alaa a daaiga aagiaMr and ite ^iaf drafiaitet 
; V iiata la ib« •amine aOatba^ Tago veold apaad a gnat 

v/': Aal af iSaa la iha affiM «a JoiA Stmt la dlamaalag 
: ■: au|^ aatitra at ahat had gaaa la hla an fariloular 'Caa* 
analai nrtgr Clib* lh« ai^t bafon* 8a voaSd alto dnll > 
at aoM laaglh «a ami itaaa aad •dltoriala U Hit !•« Tork 
fianld Driboao and would axpeatulait about lha vtrtitSj af . 
Hm ••|»luliat prttt la gtatral* laitr^ whoa tbt dtalga 
aff lata had ba«B aovt4 to tta Chathan • fhoolx Vaildln la 

■a unaai for 
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fcoog lilaad Cltor* on oat otoatloa Brottata btoma upaat for 
lit «tra dtltjtd la aoKplaiiBg a r^potrt for tha Mattur C^alaal' 
C«B)Nuiy of Xaditf htetata Otexr Vago «aa at that uarj aaMBt 
botjr atUlag a aptelal aditloa af tha Dailjr lorkar la Qataaa 
PltM* Ob at laaat om atbor aetatioBf tago told •• af harliy 
told tha Sally Werlrer tn both hit heat ntlghbozheed, Haga 
Bark, and naarbj QoMsa VlUagt* 
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•SoBOtlaa la tha Spring af 1948* a nlMograiiiad aariaa af 
faafbltta orltlalaiag tha follelaa af tha national iaadorn 
of tha Anarloan Coannnlat Party ama ont* lhaaa panphlata 
.u«ra iaanad by an Individual ubaaa nano nay hava baan 
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franklin** TO tha boat of nr knaaladga, thla *FraiikllB* " 
taeiaa a laadar of a faotlanaliat gfoqp in Harlan* gbrOhm 
SCfiltaazLvat nueh takan with tha argtaanta praaantad ^ 

*FrahkllB** Ha at ana tint arguad thaaa polnta bafovn a^ 

Coniunlat l^arty alub la Chalaaa* wblob ia a aaoiloa af 
lahhattan* 1 iba dayt latar« vhlla X naa working at tha 
llaOiurat laboratoriaa af A* Brothnan Aaaeolatoa^ Tago aallad 
and aakad na to aona to hit bona tona tto nilaa dlttant* 

Whila at tha Tago raaldanoa, Otear atatad hla baliaf that tha 
jDhalaaa Coauniata had baan parfootly luatifiad In a joeting 
Srpthnan fren thalr naatliMt* Togo addad that In bit awn Hagb.’^^^fi^* ;■> 
Paitc Clahf' Broihnan would not hava tueeoadad In' avan gattlig 
a ftw worda af aritlaian auV^;^-';a- .. 
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l*1k Iftiar !tf .1948^ Brottmao ptni W M:%wrXtad.|» mU j, 

ttit fln’a jproMMts to .'fbt’.tbcuM Caaptoj-tf 
'f mmte 7 * -Afttr bt bad laXItj «a' 4iMcirartd„ that Brothaab 
: vaa »laitn1nf to daprlta' tba.faat 'oiT hid aaaoeiatoa trm 
' tbair fair ibara of anx ftttora .iBoaoe af i« Brathaan ia*< :. ' 
foelatoa* On oat aroBiiif la.thh «t«k folloal&£ hi^tfanaa^a 
dapartuza for Svliatrlaad/ RtiVXrrino and X vort at tha 
. Taco hoM dlaouftalnc That Broeciura aa idtoald boat foliar. .-1- 

to laaurt that onr lata raata lb !• Srethaan eoold ha ‘ ^ 

fR^taetadi Aa «a raro pTtparing to laava^ X aaatiened that ? . : 

I rao lb bO poaitiob to ba too harah vith Brotiaan* Taco 
than addad that ha too did not rlab to nndarco aar aorutlmr 
iif tha TBI itiaanoeh aa than raa an Inag^ilarltx iarolrad 
lb hia lacrine tha Onitad Stataa for Bangazr aftar h£a firtt 
btaf^in Inartoa* Ma alabcratad aa thla only to tha axtant 
t^at ahllo atm aatboritiaa thoodht or hallaaad ha bad aatoally - 
' loft for HtutgaiTf ho aaa lb nalltj aiiU in tha (hdtad Stataa* '‘- s. 
fhil XoTinat aha raa praaant durinc thla antin aonvaraatlen^ 
raa a eo^rkar of Vago and nina at khnhm Brotha^n Aaaoeiataa* 

- tbo noxt tlaa thla aattar of Irracnlarltlaa In oonnaetlen 
with Vago'a antrx Into tha Onitad Stataa caaa op raa In 
Dff eanbor of 1949 • I rao In Nor lork Ci^ on a rlait to the 
bational SxpoaiUon of Choaical Induatrlaa at the Craed Control 
Palaoa* At 5i39 or 6t00 r.x. on iho oraning of tha flrat 
Prlday lb Dae* 19A9f 1 oallad Taco loot to aay halle^ hat 
: Oaear Inalatad 2 oom over to hia boua# for dinner a^ a toUi* 

At the tod of aanral hotor of ecmiprattloBf Taco again . \ ;:'V : ‘ 4 %; • 
■ontiooad hia faar of an loooatlcatlon toaeorni^ tha 'ir~ V( ^ ? 

. ncalaritloa of hia ncrannta In and out of tho Unltad Stataa V-. v ^ 
. of Aborioa lb tho late trontlaa or oarljr thlrtlaa* Xhia raa - ^ ' 

the laat tiao lAiat Z aar or hoard froa Oaear gohn Tage* - 

*1hio la to oorilfg that I* Harrx bold^ hava mad tho above 
■tataaant oooalatlng of thla and tow othar pagoa* I hart 
rlaood mf inltlala at tha bottoa of tta pneading four pagaa 
alsnifrlna that X ban nad tboaa Dana* Z han also ouead 
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IgDlfTlM tb«t 2 hiTi nad thoM p«(t«b X h«v« mlfO plaeM , 
j Inltlala at Ilia eornetlMia Indlcatid on page tvo and again 
n paga fMr* ^ gbo Infpmatlon that X havr fornl^d |bOTa lb .: 
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aim ahova ia halhg fornitfiod you for year Infcmation and tho Bar 
Tork Dlviaiob haa boon Inatractod to bring ihio Inferaatlon to tho attontien of 
tho ttnitod Statoa Attorney In tho Sontttom Dlatrlet of Bor York for bio 
aaaiatonoo in oemootlon rith Otm proooeation of thla natter* 
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■ifiRECTpR AND SAC, NEW YORK URGENT ^ 

OSCAR JOHN^AGO, ,|MS., ESPIONAGE, R, RE NY TEL OCT. TOUR LAST AND^^^^ 

' ■ 

BUTEL OCT. FIVE LAST ENTITLED ABRAHAM BROTHMARi ESPIONAGE, R, 

- W , 

GERHARD WOLLAN INTERVIEWED, UNIV. OF GA., ATHENS. UOLLAN DENIED V 
ANY KNOWLEDGE OF VAGO-S BEING IN THE U. S. ILLEGALLY. STATED %GO 
READ DAILY WORKER WHILE ASSOCIATED WITH ABA, BUT HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF 

* -.Z , ‘ * 

VAGO DISTRIBUTING D.W. WOLLAN ADMITTED. HAVING ARGUMENT WITH VAGO 
AND ALSO BROTHMAN CONCERNING OUSTER OF BROWDER FROM THE CP. WOLLAN FA- 
VORED BROWDER. VAGO, BROTHMAN, AND MIRIAM M0SK0WIT2 FAVORED EXPULSION 
OF BROWDER AND ELECTION OF WILLIAM 2. FOSTER. W 9 LLAN DENIED ANY 
KNOWLEDGE OF ESPIONAGE ACTIVITIES OF GOLD, BROTHMAN, OR VAGO AND EX- 
PLAINED THAT THE STATEMENT PREVIOUSLY MADE BY HIM REFERRED TO THE 

_ f 

WORK WHICH GOLD WAS DOING AT ABA. HE STATED THAT GOLD FREQUENTLY MADE 
TESTS, SKETCHES, ETC., AT THE LABORATORY WITH WHICH WOLLAN WAS NOT 
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SYNOPSIS OP PACTS: 


Officials of PhilJLp-Car^ Mfg« Co*, Locklaiv^, Ohio, unable 
to locate corirespondence ^om 7AG0. Letter dated .9-18-50 
directed to Tlexicore Co., Inc., Dayton, requested copy of 
latest edition of catalog. Data requested not restricted* 
Subject unknoim to Confidential Informant T-1. > 
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DETAIISs 


AT LOCKIAND. OHIO 






Nr* S. E* BREOIEUX, Treasurer, Hiilip-Carey Manufacturing 
Company, 320 S* Anthony Wayne, Dockland, Ohio, advised on September 25, 
1950, emd again on September 27, 1950, that he had been iinable to locate 
any correspondence received from OSCAR J» VAGO by the Advertising, Sales, 
or . Manufacturing Divisions of the Philip Carey Company. 


^ ALLEY: 


AT DAYTON* OHIO r. . 

The follOTfing investigation vras conducted by SA WADE H. 

- • -PT 

". ■ , ^ - ^ . -t ^ 


At the PRICE Brothers Cement Company, 1932 East Monument 
Avenue, Mr* H. 0. WEAVER exhibited the following letter dated September 16,' 
1950, directed to Flexicore Company, Inc.s 


A 




w Kindiy send me a copy of the latest 
' edition of your catalogue. ^ 

(5) Oscar J.*vago.» 




Mr* -WEAVER advised. that the requested .catalogue consists 
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